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one~hali less than had been reported by the agent. The count at
Spotﬁéd faills agoncy developed lsss than five thouscnd, vhereas pear-
ly double that number vwere 5resumed to be present =%t their sgency and
were ostsusibly issued to. Trcops were also sent to the .wissouri
Hiver ;gemcies to accomplish these ssme purposse, =ndéd the number of
'Ipndisne sctuslly present was found to be from one-third to one~half

lesg than reported preseut for issues. 4t wis Then easy to see vwhere

the small bands originslly out, snd upon whom the var was being waged,

nd supplicse.

w

‘obtained their strenzth

pageed & Dill suthorizing the

[

at Lust, on July 22, Uongress having

[}

eoustruction of the two posts 1o the Ysllowstone country, recommended "
long bsfore thnis war be zan, pn@p&*ﬂtluns vera mada to begin them st

onece =nd 2ll the natarial was prepared o rapidly =s possible, but the
geason had nov pecoms o far advanced that it weas found impracticable

to get the supolies up %the Yéilowstons “iver; on account of low @ater,

80 the building of ths poste had toc be deferre. until the following

gpring. ®ovever, 2 temporary cantoument w8 ordered tc be immediately \

constructed st the mouth ofwggggae"fwﬁzr, the place =elscted for one

of the permaunsut posts (ncw Port Xeozh), snd = stroang garriscn, under i

gy
bthe command of Uolonsl wifes, Fi: Y vas detailed to oceupy }
2 ’ . e W . mvg-w,,,.—w%* i ! v
it . . .

July 7, Lieut. ¥. V. 3ibley, second Cavalry, commanding a detschment

of tventy-five men, ~ith several citizens, Was sent by General crook

‘to7makéwa recaﬁnaisSance, cand vhen nesr Wh@fﬁ the Little Rig

Earniﬁivsr amerges frem the Big Horn Mbuntaln » encounterad a very

1&r@sAﬁexﬁsga;ll d *ns #ho nesrly suceeeded in capturing the entire

detacnm&;t.\ﬁg’vra t esalness, abandonlng ﬂll tieir horsss, after a

 very gall&nt’f}ght; Ljauteaant D&bley 8 party succeeded in sscapiung

a most broken country




