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During tase yedr 1874 the northern portion of the division, the
Department of Dakota, enjoyed c;r;;rative quiet. in that department
were 1ocated the majorlty of the hostile bands of Bioux, some of them
on reservatlans along the #Missouri River, some on milk River farther

. north, near the Brltlsh boundary, and otherq roamlng over the valleys
ftof the Big Horny iGllOﬁStODG, and fowder Rivers, occasionally coming
é into Red Cloud's or Spotted Tail's Agencies to draw rations and other
supplies. Occasionally thé& made a dash about Fort dincoln to steal
stock, or a raid into mcntqpa, ith attacks once in a while upon
| waesak bands of friendly *nﬁlans such as the #andans and Rees. This
%condition of a fairs was possibly owing to the limited extent of
iexposed frontier in the Department of Dakota, which compellsd the
ilndians there to seek for plunder and scalps in the Department of
the Flatte, south of them, where the frontier settlements were mecuh
more progressed and exXposed.
In érder $0 better contrel the ¥ndians making these raids, for two
or thres years it was recommended to e tablish a large military
post in the country known as the Black Hil:s, so that by holding
an interior point in the heart of ths ;ndian country, the troops could

threaten the villages and stock of the Indian if the latter raided

the settlements. ¥ith theHpqnsent\qﬁwtggmﬁrgsidgnt! the honorable,

Secretary of ths *nterior, the 1atter having exclusive control of
Indian affalrs, the d1v131on commander was authorized to make a
military reconnaissance into the country about which only dreamy
atoriss nad hithsrto been told/ Fort ?aramie, Vyo., about one hundred
miles from the Black Hllls, was first selected as the point from
which to fit out the expedition, but after two visits in person

to thaet post the division commander found the temper of the Indians

in that vicinity such that an expedition from thers would probably



