
policeman had f i r e d  nea r ly  th6ir  l a s t  c a r t r i d g e ,  and i f  we d idn i  t make 

h a s t e  t o  r e l i e v e  them they  would s u r e l y  a l l  be k i l l e d .  - - 

' P o m a r d ,  march!" Capta in  Bechet commanded, and the  t rumpete r  

sounded ffGallopti .  Away we went a c r o s s  country  f o r  t h e  edge of t he  v a l l e y  
- 

which i t  was now l i g h t  enough f o r  us  t o  see  about a mile  ahead o f  us .  

"hen we reached t h e  c r e s t  of thes lope  we found o u r s e l v e s  immediately 

above the cab in  i n  which the policemen werc surrounded. Z t  w a s  now 

broad d a y l i g h t ,  and we/could d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  hu t  from the rest by a 

dense blue ring of r i g l a  smoke xhich hung over  it. The Andiaas  i n  t h e  

woods near  by were s t i l l  f i r i n g  h e a v i l y  a t  it. Bo doubt they  would soon 

have charged i t  and murdered every  wolic@man s h e l t e r e d  t h e r e ,  

We were about  a thousand y a r d s  from the wood and a hundred f e e t  o r  
- 

more above it. he opene&ire upon it and We i n d i a n s  t h e r e i n  immediately 

r e t u r n e d  our f i r e ;  but  we were t oo  far  f r o m  them'and t a o  h i g h  f o r  t h e i r  

aho t s  t o  t ake  e f f e c t .  k e p i n g  up o u r  f i r e  we moved down t h e  g r a s s y  s lope  

t o  t he  next  bench, ~ h i l e  t h e  "ndiaos continued t h e i r  f i r e  from the  cover 

o f  the timber. 

f f  vie had been dependent wholly upon the  f i r e  of our c a r b i n e s  we 

should have had a sha rp  f igh t  and a ha rd  t a s k  t o  d i s lodge  the  h o & i l a  

Ind i ans .  E,very advantage was on t h e i r  s i de .  They outnumbered u s  and had 

r e p e a t i n g  r i f l e s  whi le  we had s i n g l e  l o a d e r s ;  and t h e y  had a wood f o r  

cover ,  which is about the b e s t  n a t u r a l  cover t r oops  can have a g a i n s t  

small-arm f i r e .  But l u c k i l y  we had not  f o r g o t t e n  t o  biring w i t h  us the  
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l i t t l e  mountain Hotchkiss  gun. It  f i r e d  an exp los ive  s h e l l  about an 

i n c h  and a q u a r t e r  i n  d i ~ t e r .  

This l i t t l e  gun was h u r r i e d l y  dragged t o  t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  s lope 

and t r a i n e d  on t h e  wood below- h m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  the first s h e l l  exploded 

among t h e  i o d i a n s  t hey  began t o  move o u t ,  and the time the t h i r d l s h e l l  


