
THE DE,;TB OF SI'PTUEJG BULL 

A Xemin i s ce  nee.  

The 14th o f  December ,  1890, f e l l  on a Sunda;g. D a r k n e s s  h a d  s e t t l e d  

down upon t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  X i s s o u r i  and  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a t  o l d  F o r t  

P a t a s  w e r e ,  m o s t  of them,  i n  t h e  midst of t h e i r  d i n n e r s  when t h e  s t i l l -  

ness o f  the  e v e n i n g  w a s  s u d d e n l y  b r o k e n  by t h e  sharp n o t e s  of a n  i n -  

f a n t r y  b u g l e .  It  w a s  s o u n d i n g  " o f f i c e r s t  c a l l n ,  tha t  s i g n a l  w h i c h  makes  

e v e r y  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  g a r r i s o n  s p r i n g  t o  h i s  f e e t  and start f o r  t h e  

c o m m n d a n t f  s o f f i c e r .  

"That  means  we shal l  g e t  ou t  t o n i g h t , "  I r e o p l r h d  as L i e u t e n a n t  W e r  

( L i e u t e n a n t  D a v i d  J .  Bake r ,  12th I n f a n t r y )  and I r o s e  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e .  

Xrs .  S t e e l e  a n d  I !=ere t a k i n g  Sunday d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e  B a k e r s ,  a n d  Saker 

a n d  I h u r r i e d  away l e ~ v i n g  o u r  w i v e s  t o  h a v e  their  d e s s e r t  a n d  c o f f e e  

by t h e m s a l v e  s. 

Vffe ha& b c e n  i n  a s t a t e  of t e n s e  e x p e c t a t i o n  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n  f o r  

s e v e r a l  weeks .  An l n d i a n  l d e s s i a h  had r i s e n  somewhere i n  one o f  t h e  

t r i b e s  farther west a n d  o l d  S i t t f n g  B u l l  and  h i s  f o l l o w i n g  h a d  t a k e n  

up t h e  c u l t  and  w e r e  a c t i n g  i n  a r e b e l l i o u s  a n d  d e f i a n t  manner  t o w a r d  

the  a u t h o r i t y  02 t h e  a g e n t .  

S t a n d i n g  h o c k  Agency,  r-he r e  t h i s  t r i b e  o f  t h e  S i o d n a t i o n  d rew t h e i r  

s u p p l i e s ,  m;as a d j a c e n t  t o  F o r t  x a t e s  an,. t h e  a g e n t ,  & j o r  McLaugh l in ,  

w a s  one o f  t h e  a b l e  s t ,  mos t  e f f i c i e n t  i n d i a n  a g e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H i s  

w i f e  w a s  p i r t  S i o u x ,  a f i n e  C h r i s t i a n  moman who d e v o t e d  he r  who le  t i m e  

and  l a b o r  t o  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  05 h e r  ge o p l e .  She was t r u l y  a he lp -mee t  f o r  

MeIiaughl in  i n  h i s  d u t i e s  o f  a g e n t .  

Up t o  t h i s  t i ~ e  a l l  t h e  I n d i a n s  of t h e  a g e n c y  had  u s e d  t o  corn  t o  

S t a n d i n g  E o c k  e v e r y  s e c o n d  week  t o  draw the i r  b e e f  and t h e  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  


