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The present military operations are not against the Sioux Nation
at all, but against certain hostile parts of it which defy the Govern-
ment, and are undertaken at the special request of that bureau of the
Government charged with their supervision, and wholly to make the
civilization of the remainder possible. No part of these operations
are on or near the Sioux reservation. The accldental discovery of
gold on the western boréer of the Sioux reservation, and the intrusion
of our people thereon, have not caused this war, and have only com-
plicated it by the uncertainty of numbers to be encountered. The
young warriors love war, and frequently escape their agents to go on
the hunt, or war;path, their only idea of the object of life. The
object of these military expeditions was in the interest of the peace-
ful parts of the Sioux Nation, supposed.to embrace at least nine-
tenths of the whole, and not one of these peaceful or treaty Indians

have been molested by the military authorities.
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