
Yates, evidently just breathing h is  l a s t ,  and over his  body was a carbine 

just leveled by a bronze faced trooper wearing a frontierman's broad- 

brimmed hat, se t  one side of his  head and a l i t t l e  back, with a blue army 

sh i r t  on with sleeves rolled up, a l l  of which presented a most l ife-like 

appearance, and a desperation that seemed to  speak a s  loud and plain as words 

could speak--ttI*ll avenge the  death of mgr brave c0mnder , /~ . l l6 /  who has 

so nobly fought and bravely died before me.n In casting my eyes t o  the rear  

of where Custer stood, and glancing around and over the semi-circle winrow of 

dead horses and men, a l l  lying promiscuously and in  pell-mell order, with now 

and then a dead Indian s t i l l  clenching h i s  carbine or spear with deathly 

grasp, we see nothing but one vast array of blood-thirsty warriors, making 

the i r  f ina l  onslaught against the legion brave who had stood for  hours so 

bravely md fought so nobly, and I were now witnessing the life-blood of the i r  

brothers lave the f ield,  who had already fa l len  before them. Onward the 

savage hordes are f a s t  rushing, plunging the i r  w a y  through the clouds o f  

smoke l ike so many &brained demons.being driven into bedlam, mounted on the i r  

f lee tes t  war-horses, trampling over dead horses, dead troopers and dead Indians, 

whose copper-colored, naked skin (save tha t  portion the breech clout covered) 

glistened as  b r i l l i an t  as the Chinese vermilion on t h e i r  scrawny faces, painted 

in such a manner that bore positive evidence of a determination to annihiltite 

every white man that by chance struck the buffalo t r a i l  on the Vestern plains. 

The savage horde appear to  be making t h i s  charge on a semi-circle l ine, 

a l l  mounted and bedecked with gew-gawrs, and heads dressed in the most costly 

war-bonnets, and tricked with plumes and eaglest feathers, with war-paint 

on the i r  faces, and with carbine and spear in hand, a l l  of which presents 

only a most horrid, but a murderous and barbarous spectacle, but really a 

l ike picture of host i le  savages, arrayed i n  a bold and unrelenting charge 

which resulted i n  a most treacherous an8 heart-rending massacre. 
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