
1.w father  and my mother, be not a f ra id ,  
Your hunger once more i s  stayed, 
And there i s  s t i l l  food i n  abundance. 
2 5  brother and my s i s t e r ,  comb your ha i r ,  
,hd paint your faces with vernil ion,  
For tile Great S p i r i t  has softened 
The hearts of our enemies, and they feed us with food. 

He has, within the wri ter ' s  knowledge, given three d i s t i nc t  accounts, and no 

taro of them a l ike ,  of Custer's l a s t  b a t t l e  against him i n  the val ley of the L i t t l e  

Big Horn, and there can be no doubt as to h i s  f i r s t  report being i n  the main 

correct .  I t  was about a s  follows: 

He heard the long-haired chief and h i s  soldiers  were coming, and he sent out 

t h i r t y  you?< men on the day before the b a t t l e ,  and tha t  night twenty of them 

returned md  reported the ;vhite so ld ie rs  corfiirg, znd ke then told  his  braves 

and a l l  h i s  old and young rnen to ge t  reztdy for  ba t t l e .  U i l  the morning of the 

ba t t l e  seven more of the young nien carale i n  and said the soldiers   ere closing In  

upon t h e i r  vi l lzge,  and not long afterwards the remainirg three came i n  and 

reported the whole column of cavalry i n  s igh t ,  and he then sent  the women and 

children away, and before they had been <one long and the white soldiers  made t h e i r  

f i r s t  charge, and just  at t h i s  tir'ie h i s  ~ i f e  csrse running ba~k , /~ .95 /  saying she 

was so bsdly scared tha t  she forgot her baby. He a t  once brought the l i t t l e  one 

from the teepee, ~ n d  ~ i v i ~  it to  h i s  wife and t e l l i n g  her t o  m, he then turned 

toward h i s  braves, nho were just  res i s t ing  a bold and ga l lan t  charge m,de by 

Custer a t  the :.cad o f  h is  men. He then raised a pole :TI t h  a fl%-, and z t  the 

top of his  voice shouted, "1 am S i t t i %  3~11, the big chief and leader of a l l  the 

Sioux warriors ." I!is men had 'out l i t t l e  trouble i n  driving our colw:m back, 

and every charge t h t  was rnade by our men a f t e r  tha t  was met and checked by his 

I 
braves, and those not k i l l ed  on the f i e l d  se re  driven back into new posit ions;  

and when the cavalry was f ina l ly  reduced i n  numbers t o  a handfil of men, they a l l  

r a l l i ed  to where Custer stood, and then the fishtirig W%S soon over, they 8.11 

f a l l i ng  nearly a t  the same time. 


