
tha t  canyon and below, assigning the duty to Frank Grouard (his  chief of IOPU~S) and, 

I think, one other scout. Upon their retcrn they reported a l l  sortr of preparations 

on the sides of the canyon, a d  in the cul-de-sac a t  the bottom, for  a massacre, i f  

we had gone down a l i t t l e  b i t  further. 

"Crook thus took the only course open, and rode back to  his wagon-train and s e n t  

f o r  reinforcments. He had f e l t  the Indians out very ef rec t iv t ly ,  much t o  his credi t  

following the safe  course. He was on the offensive throughout the f ight ,  took his 

t h e  t o  re turn to his base - and waont t whipped. 

"1 was with Crook i n  every foray o r  movement tnroughout the Sioux war, and am 

sure that  his undoubted courage, absolute devotion to duty, and uneqaLed experience 

in Indian warfare, would have l e a  him to pers i s t  in his march to e r fec t  a junction 

with Terry on the Yellowstone, except for  the needless sacr i f ice  of troops involved i n  

cer tain further encounters wifdi the savages, whose overwhelming numbers were absolutely 

umaown untu men. Bsmenber, tha t  with every fourth man taking care of the horses i n  

a f ig& (because you can ' t  f i gn t  Indians mounted); also providing actequate protection 

of tn womdw and pack-train, and  ust ti on of half his amunition, Crook was ac- 

tua l ly  in nearly as  poor shape to advance a s  was Custer when hr! rode to his doom a 

week la te r ,  

 doubtless the Indians he engaged tht r e  would have returned with much la rger  

forces had Crook continued northward; and while I think he was too adroi t  a campaigner 

t o  have duplicated tb Custer fiasco, there i s  no te l l ing  haw great  a ' l o s r  of men might 

have bean auf f ered, bu t for  his keturn to  his base. 

(Signed) rlROBERT E. STRBHCeRIq. " 


