
THE CHICAGO TRIBTTJE'S OPINION, 

On July 7th,  1876, t he  Chicago T3IBUIB pr inted a column-length e d i t o r i a l  on the  

L i t t l e  Big Horn ba t t l e ,  i n  which it a t t r i bu t ed  the d i s a s t e r  t o  Custer himself, saying 

among other things: 

flCuster . . . . was a brave, b r i l l i a n t  so ld ie r ,  handsane and dashing, kt he w a s  

reckless, hasty and impu3sive, preferring to  mke  a dare-devil rush and taKe risks 

ra ther  than t o  move slower a m  mtn more cer ta inty ,  and i t  was his own =&cap haste, 

rasnness and love of fame t h a t  cos t  him his own l i f e ,  m d  cost  the  se rv ice  the l o s s  

of many brave of f i c e r e  . and ga l l an t  men. No account seems to have been taken of t h e  

t i m e r s  -o r  leadership of the Sioux,, . . . no account was even taken of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

Gemral  Gibbon was c o d e  t o  the LitCLe Big Horn wi th  reinforcements, only a day's 

march behind, al.th&~ Generdl Cuter  was aware of it. He preferred t o  make a reck- 

l e s s  dash and take the consequences, in  t h e  hope of making a personal v ic tory and add- 

ing  t o  the glory of another c k r g e ,  ra ther  than wa i t  f o r  a sufficient33.-pm~erful force  

to make the f i g h t  successful  and o h r e  the glory wi th  o t h r s .  @ took the r isk ,  

he 10st.~f -- 
* * * * * * * - % * *  

And on June 5, 1932, t h t  same Chicago !I!RIEUNE said: 

"Printed a t  a tiue vinan it coenld not be popular, the .  TRIBUrE utterance w a s  a 

masterpiece of e d i t o r i a l  judgment and courage. tq 

WHY CROOK 913 NOT U3ET TERBY, GIBBON .UD CLTSTER. In te res t ing  Cornentar on t h e  Ror ebud 

Fight  of June 17, 1876. by Robert E. Strahorn. 

The compiler has, s i m  e commencing the publ icadon of  this booklet, had a most 

i n t e r e s t i ng  and valuable l e t t e r  from I&. Robert 3. Stranorn, of Sari Francisco, now 


