
was, therefore, known only & b s e l f  and not t o  Major Heno, for  He must natural ly  have 

expected his as s i s t ame  to  cane from the r e a r  and not from the front. ---- 
The posit ion of the bodies on t h ~  C u t e r  ba t t le f ie id  indicates t h a t  the off icers  

did not  die with t h e i r  crjmpanies, for  oruy tnree of f icers  were found with the i r  companies. 

That shows they did not f igh t  bx companies. 831 the officers, e.xeept Keogn, Calhoun -- 
and Crittenden, were on the l ine with C u t e r .  That would not be the f a c t  i f  the cow 

mand was overwhelmed making a stand. I f  there had been a charge, the orr ic  ers  would 

have l ed  it; the r e  i s  no royal road to death i n  a charge. 

p. 26 The off icers '  bodies, including General Cu te r ' s ,  were in a position which indi- 

cated tha t  they had not died i n  a charge. There war an arc  of a c i rc le  of dead horses 

armrd them. 

Lims could have been formca, but l i nes  were not f omed - they probably had not 

had time to  form l iner .  General Cufter might have f l ed  the f i e ld  and saved a pa r t  of 

his consnand; and I think d r c r e t i m  would have been the be t t e r  pa r t  of valor i f  he 

had done that. 

The sergeant who came to me had verbal orders t o  the commanding o f f i ce r  of the 

pack-train, and I did not consider tha t  an order t o  me, pack-train was not a par t  

of 9 command or column, - 
Bby supposition i n  regard t o  Custerts whereabouts was tha t  he had fmnd more In- 

dians than he could convenien4A.y handle with his bat ta l ion of f i v e  troops, and that  he 

had fa l len  back to connect with Generals Terry and Gibbon, 

My bat tal ion got to the point i n  time t o  save Reno's force.; Sxzt  f r m  not knowirq 

the p w i t i e n  or neeas of- C u t e r ,  it was withoat the bounds of poss ib i l i ty  to  render him - 
any a s s i s t a c e .  That my ba t ta l ion  made such an attempt is clear  enmgh. It i s  a lso  

c lear  t o  me t h a t  a f t e r  the occurrence, the whole s e v h  companies of the regiment could 

have rendered no assistance to Gus t e r  a f t e r  Reno had been defeated, even -had there been 

time and we had known the lay of the land. 

And tk reason fur  thif is: tha t  there were a great deal too many Indianr who were 

powerful good shots, on the other side. We were a t  their  hearths and hanes; they g d  


