
have been possible t o  have communicated with him, even i f  we had known where he was. 

It was a f t e r  we had marched eight or ten miles the morning of the 25th whn Gen- 

e r a l  6 . h ~  t e r  sa id  he did not believe there were any Indians i n  tm t country. It was 

about 10 o'clock t h a t  morning. I s tar ted  off t o  the l e f t  short ly  a f t e r  12 o' clock. 

It was th belief of the ofr icers  on the  h i l l ,  during the night of the 25th, t h a t  

General Custer had gone t o  General Terry, ald tha t  we were abandoned to our fa te .  

PO 24 Major Heno knew I went off to ths l e f t ,  but not what orders I had. I f  diff erent 

par t s  of a command a r e  expected to  cooperate, 11 should think i t  very necessary t o  cam- 

mnica te  oruer* to o t b r  off'4-oers. Wbn I l e f t ,  Reno had no commana tna t  1 knew of. 

Beno had no reason to think I was near, or So~J.omng, tm 5- t rau .  1 acarcely 

knew myself w k t  to do. A s  I said, I was 'valley hunting. t He had no r ight  t o  expect 

any aoslstance Yrom me whatever. 

If there had been any plan of ba t t le ,  enough of tha t  plan would have been comuni- 

cated to me so  tha t  I would have known what to  do under cer tain circunratances, Not 

having done that, I do not believe t,here was any plan. 3 General Custer's mind there 

was  a belief tha t there were no Indians, nor any vil lage.  I do not know, except t h a t  - -  ---- 
I was sent off  to  hunt up some Indians. I was to p i tch  in to  then and l e t  him know; 

a d  i f  I found them, the distance would have bean so great  t ha t  we would h v e  been 

wiped ou t  before he coula g e t  t o  US. 

It would have taken me an hour and a quarter t o  bring up the packs a f t e r  I got 

the Martin order. I could not have expedited it by going back a f t e r  them, as a rer- 

geant had already done that.  I heard no f i r ing  u n t i l  I arrived a t  tb ford, wbn I 

both heard and saw i t  -- a b u t  nine hundred Indians engaged in demolishmg about 

thirteen men on a skirmish l ine .  

The orders I got from Custer did not indicate tha t  he expected me t o  co-operate 

i n  any attack on tb village. The f i r s t  two were thirgs  he forgot t o  t e l l  me as  he - -- 
s ta r ted  off, while the column vias i n  plain sight. The order t o  send hin word i f  I 

fsund anything showed th t he did not believe there was an;T vi l lage t k r e .  


