
J u s t  then, up the gorge, pell-mell came the troop which the commander had so fear- 

l e s s l y  sa l l i ed  for th  w i t h ,  anrl ths preparations I haa maae aLlowea him and his troop 

t o  came t o  a l e s s  f r an t i c  s ty l e  02 going. Then carno the necessity of get t ing into as 

good shape, and on as  good ground for defense, a s  was possible, a s  twas c lear ly  appar- 

p, 19 ent t h a t  we were in fer a g o d  long f ight .  A movement c a l d  have been made down the 

r ive r  i n  the direction Cuo t e r  had gone, but vre would all have been tile re  yet! The 

whole command could have gone as  f a r  as  I went, but no f a r t k r .  bge were driven back. 

From my posit ion was my f i r e t  s ight  of the village, and the only point frrm which 

i t  could be seen. I saw about eighteen kndred tepees; no s ign of troops or fighting, 

a t  t h a t  point. 

Slowly we f e l l  back to jus t  about tb  very - point where Reno reached the bluffe 

from his r e t r e a t  from the valley, and with the l i t t l e  allgwed us we formed a l i ne  which 

stemmed the t ide  of Indian f i r e  while the f ight  lasted, which was till dark on the 25th, 

and u n t i l  the r e t r e a t  of the hdians,  on the 26th of June, 

The l i m  was f o m d  i n  an i r regular  ell ipse.  T b r e  was a f l a t  where our pack 

animals and horses were corraled, and the l i n e  fomed.around it i n  the shape of a U 

(horseshoe), one prong of the horseshoe extending fur ther  than the other, The Indians 

surrounded uo there, and kept it pret ty  l i ve ly  as  long as they could see. I was i n  

the prong of the horseshoe; the short  prong was turned i n  a t  r ight  angles, Capt, Xoylan . 
had that. 

I had l o f t  one company on the ridge with orders t o  hold it a% a l l  hazards, but 

tha t  company got back as  quick as  t kz others, Then I sent  Capt, Godfreyt s company to 

another h i l l  to  check th  Indians till we could form. I saw Reno there. He cams back 

with me and talked with me. I don' t mow t h a t  he gave any orders to r e t i r e  f r m  the 

advanced position. Orders were not necessary about tha t  time. The f i r e t  I knew a s  to 

the formation of a l ine was when I told Lieut. rSallace t o  place his company a t  a spot 

I pointed out; but he sa id  he had no company - only three men. I told him to go there 

with his three men, and I would see tha t  he was supported; and from tha t  the l ine  was 

fmmed. I thought then there were a b u t  twenty-five hundred Indians surrounding us, 

but I think now tha t  there were eight o r  nine thmsand. - -  - - - -  - 


