
f i t  to  counsel or  d i r ec t  us a s  to the A, B, C of our profession. A t  this, htlwever, no 

one f e l t  injured, and Col . Gus t e r  dr i f ted  in to  saying ' t ha t  while He was will ing t o  a o  

cept recommendations r r o m  the junior secmd lieutenant of the regiment, such recommenaa- 

tiom nust come to him i n  proper form; and moreover, t ha t  he (Custer) was aware t h a t  his 

oi'flcial act iors  had been talked of and cr i t ic ized  by off icers  of the regiment to ofi3.- 

cers of the Deparhent S W f  during the march from Fort 8.  Lincoln, U.T. ,  and that  he 

nav notiflea ~ L L  men off icers  t b a t  ouch criticisma must cease, or tha t  tk off icers  of- 

fending w~uld  be proceeded against a s  the regulations of tk army provided.' 

It was then patent to us all f e r  what purpose the c a l l '  had been sent forth,  and 

as  my relations m t h  Lietat.-Co1. Cuoter were not of the warmest personal nature, I was 

1. 10 anxious to l earn  the names of the off icers  whom he evidently mistrusted. So I said, 

'General, w i l l  you not be kind enatgh to  inforn us of the names of those off icers  who 

have so offended?' 

C u t e r  stammered s l igh t ly  and said: 'Colonel Benteep, while I am not  here t o  be 

catecbioed by you, I take pleasure in infoming you, f o r  your own gra t i f ica t ion ,  t h a t  

you a re  not among those of f icers  whom I have alluded to.' 

On the morning of the 23d of June I reported t o  Lieaz$.,ilCol. Curter for  orders as  

the new off icer  of the day. Lieut,-Csl. Cuoter to ld  me the l e t t e r s  of thc three troops 

of the bat ta l ion I was to  t a b  charge of a s  guard to  the pack-train f o r  the day, and 

ordered tha t  f was to  march the battalion i n  rear  of  the l a s t  mule of the train.  Soon 

thereafter Lieut-Col. C u t e r  marched a t  the head o f  tb column of the other nine trpops. 

It took exac-Jy one and a half hmrs  t o  get the pack-train across Rosebud Creek, 

SO by that  time Cus t e r '  o column was al l  of six miles ahead of my t ra in,  and out of sight. 

For some time I marched the train and the bat ta l ion as  I had been ordered by Lieut. -Cole 

CUE te r ,  but  a s  the t ra in  was nuch scattered - oo much so tha t  I wuld  exercise no con- 

t r o l  of it from my position i n  rear  of the whole of it, and a s  I wwld be held responsi- 

ble fo r  sdfety of the same, in case of an at tack by Indians, I determined to put the 

troops i n  such positions along flank of t ra in,  that,  in case of attack, t he  command was 

prepared t o  defend it. 


