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H i s  account of the  arr ival  bif? the 4berican Sioux near his post i s  unuas- 
ua l ly  dramatic, r "It waa i n  the  afternoon of the 17th of Deceraber, 1876,' 
he says, X '1% was very cold, I was i n  my house w i t h  two of tag. men, when 
twelve Indiand came up on horsebcak. L i t t l e  Knife was the head man, ythe chief 
oflithe band, They came r ignt  s t ra ight  t o  the window, and they s a t  on hlbrseback; 
t h e i r  bodies and heads were covered with buffalo robes, the ha i r  on the inside, 
and they were looking i n  thewindow, We did  not pay any a t ten t ion  t o  them. They 
stood there f o r  a l o w  time, half an hour a t  l eas t ,  and a t  lash  U t t l e  Knife 
came in ,  opening the door and leaving it open, and stood these f o r  a long 
time, and a t  l a s t  he walked slowly, you see, quiet ly  and slowly, payiw no 
a t ten t ion  t o  us, across the room and sat down on the  f loor ,  and c d l e d  the 
others one by one. Each of the twelve came i n  just the same way. The door rema 
remained open a l l  the time, I dad not speak t o  then o r  make an$ movement, but 
waited quietly f o r  them t o  act .  They rem ahed seated about two hours, when 
L i t t l e  Knife jumped up and came over t o  us, and shook hands and returned t o  h i s  
place. Theh each of the others did the same,%Uq one by one, One of the men 
was by the mane of Crow. C T ~ J I  was the speaker of the band, A t  l a s t  he jumped 
i n  the middle of thiPfIoor, and ca l l ing  t o  the north wind and the south, and lrlr 

",he d i f fe rent  Prrhds, commenced t o  t a lk ,  He said# :'Xe l e f t  the American side 
because we ~ 2 1  could not sleep, and had heard tha t  the Big Woman ( the  Queen) 

s very good t o  her childre&, and we cone to  this country t o  sleep quiet. \ Afte they talked about the trade, and they t o l d  ne if I would give them some- 
thhg t o  hunt with, powder, ba l l ,  and caps, and tobacco, they would trade w i t h  

them about #3O worth of stock and they l e f t .  " 
advan 0% u n t i l  sometime a f t e  th i s ra ther  s t a r t l i n g  introduction to  the  

guar4 od sBte band tha t  Legare learned of the  Custer laassacre, 
and tha t  his newly-gtadef~ flrienda hod come f resh  from the  t e r r i b l e  sscene of 
carnage i h  which Generalfa Cuaterta cowand had ainoat  suffered anniwlation.  
After the  twelve savage horsemen had turned away from the  lonely trading post, 
they rode back to  t h e i r  c a p  near the internat ional  boundary. They had been 
sent  out $0 see i f  there were enemies i n  the path, and t h e i r  report t o  the 
mein band was so  satiEuBactory tha t  on the following day they reBurnea with 
seventy ldges, The whole band camped about ~ e ~ a r e ' s  post,  but a f e w  days agter 
t h e i r  a r r i v a l  "Jean L o u i ~ , ~ a s  Legare i s  known t o  the  Indiana, heard from a 
messenger tha t  h i s  wife was s ick a t  Cypress, about 150 miles away, and returned 
with him t o  see her, On h i s  way back he met MaJor Halsh, comnandlw goff i c e r  
a t  Fort Walsh, the Canaaian Mounted Police post, and learned from him t ha t  9pIs 
durhg h i s  absencehe had held a council wf t h  the Indians a t  h i s  s tore  t o  
consu%t them about the* 

return t o  the United States,  When asked by Major Valsh why they had crossed the 
l ine ,  the Indians We do not want f ight .  We stay a t  one pzace, They 
( the  Ame~icans) always came t o  us, Ve do not want t o  see them a t  a l l ,  They 
always come." Accopding t o  'Jean ~ o u i s '  Major Zalsh answered: " ~ f t e r  a l l ,  I f  
you w i l  Aeep the law on tiiis side, you Enay stay i f  you l ike ,  but i f  you do 
something wing you a r e  t o  go back." That was on the 24th of December, 1876, 
Dur& the winter, the buffalo being near, the Indians brought i n  pBenty of 


