
propperma they w i l l  be considered self-supporting anb %brtaer aid be refused. In trying 
to impress upon them the importance of self-improvement and c a l l i  g attention to  the fact 
that the gra*tnitha eventually w i l l  an8  ma^^' very soon cease, they invariabley addhe 
the aggum8nt tha t  the authorities in  treaaing wi th  them praraised that thg Indians 
should receive the f r e e  ratiom and 4lothing then agr BK3W""k** -.- 
unable t o  suppart themselves, an& that such support should capztinue thrmghotlt the 

X 
l ives of the children and th. grandchildren d t h e  treaty-makers i f  necessary. T M K  
aretherefore l o a t h  to  better their condition, especially by agriaultural 
advancement, many of them expressing themselves that they do not wish to  cultivate large 
f ields or ra&se surplua crops, i n  sonsequence of which they might bB dropped from the ra 
tion ro l l s  and be o%Piged to  support themselves thereafter. Notwithstarrihg tht very 
family belonging to t h l s  agency i s  cultivating fields, th is  feeling of indifference i a  
manifest and pervaes a l l  classes to a greater or less degree, 

Bedogniaing the fact that the Indians holding such a large reservation i n  
conmon, with l iberty t o  roan and hunt over it, cannot but be detrimental t o  bheir best 
interests, and that the progressive and aggressive white man, with two parerfdL railroad 
corporations s i t t i n g  down a t  the threshold of the aeservation, w i l l  not remain 
quiescent i n  th-: matter, i t  k simply therefore, in my opinion, only a question of t h e  
ant i1  the Indians are confined within smaller boandaries, and t h e  large snrplasage of 
their present reservation opened fo r  settlement, which fact  I am gradually preparing 7 

the Indians for, asthe inevitable that i s  sure t o  come, The question of ope jiag 
the Sioux Reservation to ettlement, or, a t  least, a contraction of the boundaries thereof 
Qaving been long agitated, assumed definite farm during the l aa t  session of Congress by 

the introduction of a b i l l  ( H,R, 463Uf by the Eon. R,F. Pettigres, Delegate from 
Bakota, which b i l l  provides for  vacating a lareg portion of the Sioux Indian bservation a 
*and opning i t  far  settlement under the pre-em@ion b i l l  and homestead laws of  the 
llnited States, In  the event of th is  b i l l  becming a law, I trust that the interests  
of the Indians w i l l  be carefully guarded and a l l  conditions of the agreement ful ly 
explained and clearly made known to them through canpetent and honest interpreters, whieh 
impobtant factor i n  treaty makirg has been too much neglected heretofore, resulting, 
sometimes, disastrously t o  the Indians and t o  the discredit of the goverment, 

'67hilst I strongly advocate the carrying out t o  the l e t t e r  of a l l  t reat ies 
w W  the Indian tribes, y?t  when the aivi l izat ion of the Indians depends upon, and their 
es t interests demand a chnge, I believe a modification i s  then jus t i f  fable, whiah alter* d &pn, in  th is  case, should be made Ebnd brought about only through the meam provi5 ed 

by the existing treaty, which require* the cansent of three-fourths of all adult males 
residing on the reservatio2 to effect any such chanqe, Questions may arise, from 
time t o  time, a f f ee ing  one of the agencies on the bioux Reservation, that would 
not be of the least importance to any 02' the others, yet under th i s  clause of the treaty 
nothing can be dom affecting any portion, without the consent of the required three- 
fourths of all, EfNch distrust  aad dissatisfaction i s  therefore oecasi~ned by thia, as was 
eviaenced i n  obtaining the railroad r&ht of way through the Sioux Reservation i n  
1880 and 1881, i~r.ich necessitated three separate councils between the railroad officials ,  
the officdrs of the Indian Department, and the Indians of t h i s  agency, and tk 
Indians have not yet gotten through counseling among themselves i n  regard t o  the m~ltter. 
The same can be said with regard t o  the small piece of land ceded by the Sioux last year, 
f w  use of the Poncas, in  which cession the Indians of only two of t h e  agancies were 
directly interested, yet those of all five agencies were required t o  r a t i fy  the 
agreement, which was not effected without considerable difficulty, and annoyance, 

Thr Irxlians could undoubtedly be m o m  successfully managed, and mu& o f  t h i s  
annoyance obviated by setting apart a separate and dist inct  reservation for the Indians of 
each agency, then make uniform laws fcrr their government so that t h e  
Indians of  the five agencies would a l l  b e treated alhke, atxi mkke the issue of rations r 
eontingent upon industry and good behavior; issue nothing t o  able-bodied Irdians except 
i n  p yment for  labor performed for themselves o r  fo r  others on the reservation, of which 
should be made compulsory, Agency boarding schools would then be undoatedly well f i l led,  
through whtch schools the Indians can ohly be permanently benefited, and their 
ultimate civilization assured, 

The statis6ica.l reports are herewith transmitted, 
I am, sir, very sespectfully, your obedient servant, 

THE C CF:D+!ISSIO~ OF ILXDI~ON AWAIRS 
QAEES XCLkUGHL3.N 

United States Indian Agent 


