
" u r  f n d i a n  varas 
,- - 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  amoant. 

A gen t l eman ,  n o t  o f  t h e  army, who was a t  Oheyenne r i v e r  when 

t h e  I n d i a n s  were d i smoun ted  and  B i s a m d ,  t h u s  wro te  o f  it: "1 a m  n o t  

a r a d i c a l  I n d i a n  l o v e r ,  n o r  dQ f h a t e  a c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  more 

t c  be p i t i e d  than  p u n i s h e d ;  b u t  i f  f: e v e r  sympath ized  with, o r  g r i e v e d  

f o r  a n y  community, I r e a l l y  d id  f o r  t h e s e  p o o r ,  hungry ,  and  h a l f - s t a r v e 8  

I n d i a n s ,  as t h e y  a p e ,  band a f t e r  band,  some of them a c t u a l l y  c r y i n g ,  t o  

d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  g r e a t ,  g l o r i o u s ,  and  f r e e  government of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  ?big chief l*  comcnanding t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a c t i n g  under  

o r d e r  f rom o u r  b r a v e  l i e u t e n a n t - g e  n e r a l ,  l o c a t e d  a t  Chicago,  - t h e i r  

own p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t g ;  t h e i r s  b y  e v e r y  l a w ,  human and d i v i n e ,  and t o  

which  o u r  government has no right i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  no mom t h a n  i t  has 

t o  my watch  o r  pocket-book;  b u t  t k s n a  b y  v i r t u e  of  t h e  law t ha t  might 

makes r i gh t .  F a i l i n g  s i g n a l l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  suramer, i n  c o n q u e r i n g ,  

h ~ i s h i n g ,  o r  h i m s e l f  e v e n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  ' h o s t i l e '  S i o u x ,  G e n e r a l  T e r r y  

I has a c h i e v e d  a most  d e c i s i v e  si c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  'nd ians  c a l l e d  t h e  

l c o f f e e - c o o l e r s '  a t  t h i s  agency,  The l a t t e r ,  1 prehume, compensa te s  f o r  

t h e  former .  Be has nsv! t e m p o r a r i l y  r e t i r e d  from t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  

o o u n t q ~ ,  a n d b i l l  r e s t  o n  h i s  l a u r e l s  won a t  t h i s  b l ~ o k - t h i r s t y  agency(? )  

w i t h o u t  f i r i n g  a gun,  and  w i l l  r e o u p e r u t e  a t  8%. P a u l ,  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a 

f r e s h  o n s l a u g h t  i n  t h e  sp r$og ,  w h i l e  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  carry on t h e  

b u s i n e s s  of t h e  war and i n t e r i o r  departmerrt  s, i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t o  
* 

1 a u i t  t h e m s e l v e s .  The q u e s t i o n  f o r c i b l y  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f s  HOG l o n g  is 

thier oo n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  t o  l a s t ?"  , 

This i s  a p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n .  Sucfi a c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s ,  s o  at 

war with e v e r y  p r i n c i p l h  of j u s t i c e ,  ought  n o t  t o  be t o l e r a t e d  f n r  

one moment; sndbuch conduct  ivould n 3 t  be p e r m i t t e d  if t h e  p e o p l e  of  t h e  

U n i t e d  cta8i;s were m a r e  o f  t h e  t e r r i b l e  wrong, th6 overwhalming i n j u s t b %  
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