vuar +palan warde

Washington in Movember, 1875, wiers tne plan of the wiuter campaign
was evolved, and Ipsvector Watking wrots the Tirst letter to the

¥l

commissioner of Indian affalrs suggesting the war? Thus was the
Sicux war of 1876, ths crimarof'the centennial year, inaugurated.

In Decewber, 1875, as a preliminary measure, fhe trader at
Standiug Tock was orderad to quit selling ammunition to the Tndiauns
of the agency. It¥had been the practice‘for'many of the agency Indians
to make a winter hunt, and thers was a necessity for their doing so
in the winter of 1875-6, since there was a scarcity of rations at

the =zcucies. ©Cun tue 17th of Tanuary, 1876, the commissiocuer of

n

Indian affaire tslegrap.ec the agents at Ned Cloud, Spotted Tail,
Standiang Lock, Crow.Creek, “hite River, Cueysune Tiver, Fort
Bertnold, and Fort Peck, to stop all sales 5L arms and ammunition
to ail the agébcy Indians, aad seize any that were liable t0 reuch
thenm. This,produced uneasiness and distrust among all the Tndians,
and neunce some of tnalyoung ssn left the agenciés and ¢id not return.
Subsagquently, ordars\were pronul-ated that all Indisns then sbsent
from the agewncies, should, on their return, surrendar thsir arms
and %heir ponies. Lo exception was mada in favor of such bands

as were absent, with the knowledgs of ths agents, and thenveggaged
in hunting. The effect of this order was to survrise the Tndians,
and many of them refused to submit to it, and not being permitted
to come home without a compliance, when the troops were put in
motién, these Indians, beiug rezarded as "nostile,”™ were driven
back, and many‘from necessity, others from choice, tock refuge
with Sittiog Bull, apd thus his forces wer: augmented,

. —JTao tne latter part of Pebruary, 1876, Geu. Crook took the

field with about thirteen hundred troops, making Fort FPetterman



