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s Smith, of Chio, was appointed to that office, and his attention
was at once called %o the condition of thninzgs as they then existed,.
He learned from the correspontence that had reference to the case
that it was tne opinion c¢f Generals Crook and Terry, under whom
any moveument agsinst the Ipdians would be conducter, in which
opinion the general and lieutenant-general concurraed, that such a
moveaent .t the time referred to (February, 1876), was cntirely
practicable. 76 e%idently had\aoubts, and was without any definits
knowleugs that the Indians had receive: notice. ¥e came, however,
to the conclusion that sufficient had been done to fully commit
the depart@ent‘to the vpolicy of restraininz, by force of arms,
any further outbreak or insubordination on the part of thesa
"hostile" hands, should they unot comply\and be at the agencies
before tie Zlst »f tne mont:, then only ten days distant.
Commissioner Smith assuwaed, of course, thut trers was ground for
tﬁ; action thcet had a;ready been taken, and that the Indians were
not only "hostile," but in a deliant sttitude, and he was not aware
thet thore was uo £00d at the agencies for them should they .come in,
and it was possible that, in the then state of the case, he was
not aware that these Indians had a right under the trsuty, %3 roam
and hunt io the ccuntry wherc thcy then weree.

Promptly cuo the Lirst day of February; 1876, the secretary
of the interior turned over "Sitting Bull end uis followers™ to

A

fhe war department, and on February 4, 1876, Gen. Sheridan resnondsd
that Generals Crook sand Terry were ready, and would move 2t cnce
against the Indians.} Gen. Terry had been at Chicazo as early as
thé“ﬁiddle of December, 1875, in conference with Gen. Sheridan on

the subjeet, and Generals Crook and Sheridan were they not at



