
O u r  I n d i a n  \Yards 

the  ' p a r a d i s e 1  o f  t he se  w i l d  I r~d i a r l s ,  b u t  i t  i s  known t h a t  lie 

had j ournsyed th rough  ! , I3n t ana ,  where the  g e n e r a l  s en t imen t  t h e n  

was and had f o r  y e a r s  been i n  f a v o r  3f w r e s t i n g  the  unceded Jndian 

coun t ry  and the  S l a c k  TTills from t h e  Sioux,  a n d  h e ,  n o  d 3ubt ,  hea rd  

t e r r i b l e  s t o r i e s  about  S i t t i n g  3 u l l  and the  o the r  unnamed 'head 

men' who  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  v a l l s y s  of t h e  Yellowst one a n d  doxder r i v e r s ,  

f r o m  m u l t i t u d e s  sfLkvoices ,  : ~ h o  were anx ious  f3 r  a n  Tndien w a r ,  

the  r e s u l t  of :;;rhich, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  y rof  i t s  11;ade t ha re f rom,  

would i n  some way r e s u l t  i n  openin2 t h e  Sioux coun t ry  t o  t h e  l a w f u l  

occupat ion of t he  white S. 

Thsre w a s  a ramarkabls  coincidence occurred a t  t h i s  t ime.  
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Genera l s  Sher idan  a n d  Crook bo th  happened t o  be at  %ashington/  

when I n s p e c t o r  Yiatkins was t h e r e ,  I t  i s  not  ircprobable t h a t  t h e s e  

ge htle~iie'n..and the  I n d i a n  i n s p e c t  o r  t a l k e d  about  S i t t i n g  9 u l l  a n d  

ot,,her contumacioas 1 ndians  an h i s  r o u t e ,  and he would n a t u r a l l y  

have conf idance i n  t h e  judgment of r a i l i t a r y  gentleriicn o f  such 

l a r g z  exper ience  a s  t h e y  were ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Ind ian  affairs,  Tt 

was known ' t ha t  the  sugges t i on  o f  a w i n t e r  campaign a g a i n s t  " h o s t i l e  I' 

I n d i a n s  was clkimed as an o r i g i n a l  i d e a  by Gen. Sher idan ,  a s  e a r l y  

as Septembar, 1868, and he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he had or ought t o  have 

i t  p a t e n t e d  as h i s  own, and tlie f e a s i b i l i t y  a n d  e f f i c a c y  of such 

a campaign would be l i k e l y  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  a t  once, ? T o t  

having f a m i l i a r i z e d  h imse l f  with t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  1868, 

t he  i r i spee to r  was n a t  aware t h a t  t h e s e  " w i l d  and h o & t i l e  bands of  

Sioux" had t h e  r i g h t  guaran teed  t 3  t h e u  by i t s  terms t o  roam and 

hunt  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  where t h e y  then  were, and i n  a l l  o t h e r  p a r t s  

3f t h e  unceded I n d i a n  coun t ry ,  as long  a s  game abounded, a n d  hence 

was f o r c i b l y  s t r u c k  w i t n  t h s  i d e a  t h a t  i n  t h e  extravagance s f  t h e i r  
1 

c lb ims  arid a l l e g e d  csntempt f ~r 3 ;r t r o o p s ,  t h s y  were contumacious,  

L 


