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Our Ind ian  ::ards 

a cionth previous  t o  t h i s  t i n e  Cov. Thayer, o f  ;wornin&, had t h e  coolness  

t o  v i s i t  Waskington t o  o b t a i n  a n  o r d e r  f o r  t roops  t o  be  used i n  ;3: .otoct in~ t h e  

miners  t hen  i n  tile Elack  H i l l s ,  an w e l l  a:; gzAr t i e s  on t h e i r  Tiny t h e r e ;  2nd i n  a 

conference i ; i t h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and Gen. Sheiman, tlic p r e s i d e n t  s:.id thcit t h e  p a r t i e s  

i n  t h e  Llack Z i l l s ,  : , s ' r re l l  as those going,  i iere a c t i n g  u-?lawfully, and ought t o  

be  n o t i f i e d  of t'ne f a c t .  Hence Len. Grook's i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Gen. Crook d id  v i s i t  t h e  

h i l l s ,  and a f t e r  a manner advised  LLe n i n c r s  t o  co o u t ,  f i r s t  allowin;: t h e r ~  ti: c 

t o  marl: o f f  t h e i r  "claims,lf so  "Vat they  could,  on thei: r a t u r n ,  110: sess t hen  o&ain. 

It vras ] ;e l l  u n d e ~ s t o o d ,  kovrcver, t1,at l e n .  Crook's sympathies n c r e  -.,i t h  t;,eso 

l s n l e s Q  c k ~ r a c t e r s .  A fern l e f t  t h e  h i i l s  i n  &ood f a i t h ;  many t E ~ t  feji-ncd t o  (:o, 

soo-: r e tu rned ,  r;nd a number pursued t h e i r  riiinillf (1:: t l iou&l~ no n o t i c e  :.:id t e e n  [:iven 

them. I n  h i s  annual  r e s o r t ,  made only  one nontk a f t e r  t he  t i r ~ e  f i x e d ,  accordin& 

t o  Gov. Bletcl;er, f o r  t h e  niincrs t o  l eave ,  Cen. Crool: d i sc losed  ver; f u l l y  k i s  

fee l inyo .  lie s a id :  

"I v i s i t e d  t h e  rl ininf r e ~ i o n  i n  J u l y ,  and, c f t c r  s ce ing  / many of t k e  r ~ i n e r s  

i n  t h e i r  ca rqs ,  ;;i;.Je ti;er~ , s u f f i c i e n t  t i r . e  t o  secure  t k e i r  cir?ir;s a p i n s t  f u t u r e  

$ass, i n  ca se  tt;ey rjerc cven tua l iy  ~ I l o ; i c d  t c  r;: turn. ''l-ej. a; ~ ~ e d  t o  v a c ~ t e  the  

count ry ,  ;n acrdenent  I h:.ve reason t o  b c l i e r c  t!;ey k:.ve observed. 111 connect ion 

?itk t h i s  n e t t e r ,  ..xd l:cvini;, a s  I conceive,  an i: iport%nt bea r ing  u2on i t ,  I :;auld 

mention t h e  f;ct tl.,~t, si;,ce L cane t o  t h e  de,,artnen't, tk.ero h v e  t e e n  over  f o u r  

hundred ho r ses  s t o l e n  by Ind ians  from s e t t l e r s  a long  t k e  l i n e  o f  t k e  r a i l r o a d ,  
\ 

which have been t r a i l e d  on t k c  Sioux r e se rva t ion .  'Yo h 7c  fo l lo . , ed  tF.e~.~n ; ~ i t h  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  t o  have recai) tured <ILe stoclr,  ;;auld mdoubtedly  have r e c u l t e d  

i n  a c e n e r a l  war wi tk  t1,e Sioux na t ion ;  s o  t h i s  stoc;; hac nevcr been recovered, b u t  

i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  hands of t h e s e  Ind izns ,  a f h c t  : ;e l l  1:novm no t  on ly  EO t h e  ; ) h r t i c s  

ml.lo l o s t  i t ,  b u t  t o  people r e n e r n l l g  $ h r o u ~ h o u t  t h e  country. 

";:on, when I v i s i t e d  t h e  l,lac:r F i l l s  cormtry, 2nd conversed :i i th the miners  

i n  regard  t o  vaca t ing ,  : ~ n d  reminded them t h a t  they i i C S t  v i o l ~ t i n ~ .  a t:.e* t;l 


