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A month previous t0 this time Cov. Thayer, of Jyoming, had the coolness
to visit Washington to obtain an order for troops to be used in protecting the
miners then in the Black Hills, as well as purties on their way there; and in a
conference with the president and Gen. Sherman, the president suid that the parties
in the Dlack Ilills, us well as those going, were acting unlawfully, and ought to
be notified of the fact. Hence Gen. Crook's instructions. Gen. Crook did visit the
hills, and ufter a ﬁagper adviéed Llie miners to go out, first allowing them tire
to mark off their "clgims," s0 that they could, on theirvreturn, nousess them again.
It was well understood, ﬁowaver, that Gen. Gréok's sympathies vecre with these
lawless churacters. & few left the hills in good faith; many thet feigned to go,
soon returned, zand a numbef pursued their mining ac though ho notice lLiad teen given
them. In his annual. report, made only one month ufter the time fized, according
to Gov. Fletcher, for the miners to leave, Cen. Crook disclosed very fully Eis
feelinss., He said:

: 299
n] visited the mining region in July, and, after sceing / many of thc miners
.
in their camps, cuve them sufficient tire to securc their claims against future
loss, in case they uere eventualiy allowed tc return. “lLey agreed to vacate the
country, un agreement I have reason to believe they Luve observed., In connection
witk this matter, =nd having, as I conceive, an irportant bearing upon it, I would
mention the fuct that, since I came to the depariment, there ruve been over four
hundred horses stolen by Indians from settlers along the line of thke railroad,'
\

which have been trailed on the Sioux reservation. 1o hove follovied them with
sufficient force to have recaptured ihe stock, would undoubtedly have reculted
in & general waf with the Sioux nation; so %this stoci: has never been rccovered, but
is still in the hands of these Indians, a fact well known not only %o the parties
who lost it, but to people generally throuchout the country.

"iow, when I visited the Dlacl: Iills country, und conversed with the miners

in regard to vacating, and reminded them that they were violating a treuty




