
Our fnditin ;lards 

Indians  who roamed and hunted, t h e i r  annui ty.  5'0 pun i sh  them f o r  doing s o  was 

a greve  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p rov i s ions  of  t h e  t r e a t y .  

& i l e  t h e  Sioux a e r e  punished f o r  e x e r c i s i n g  t k i s  r i g h t ,  t h e  v~l-iites i n  

m a l l ,  a s  we l l  tls l a r g e  bodies ,  passed throu& and prospec ted  i n  t h e  forb idden  

t e r r i t o r y .  The n i l i t a r y  d id  no t  check these  incurs ions .  They s e r e  no t  on ly  

permi t ted  by i t ,  b u t  p ro t ec t ed .  amon,& t h e  exped i t i ons  were p a r t i e s  engaged " i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of science." These ven t  ou t  from t i , . e  t o  t ime t o  explore  t h e  

c l a c k  EIi l ls ,  and o t h e r t p o r t i o n s  of  t he  r e s e r v ~ ~ t i o n ,  and v e r e  s c t u a l l y  e c c o n p n i e d  

by m i l l t a y y  e s c o r t s  and p ro t ec t ion .  The Indistcs p r o t e s t :  d ,  bu t  x i t h o u t  a v a i l .  ':he 

most formidable of tl;ese exped i t i ons  v?zs f i t t e d  o u t  i n  the  ge2r  1874, and l e f t  

jt. P a u l  about  t k e  l z s t  of June. It nus des t ined  t o  a tho;.ou&h ex210rst ion of  t h e  

Clack K i l l s ,  a-.d a s i n  charge o f  ( ' ene ra l  Custe;.. :lothine was scl,d i n  C o n p e e s  

about i t;  no a;)proprintion made f o r  it, and it was i n  wanton 2nd f l a c r a n t  v i o l a t i o n  
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of  t h e  2 r o v i s i o n s  o f  the/ t r e a t y .  General Cus t e r  even n ~ d e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r ,  

and obta ined  from t h e  Santee  aeency, ubout t h i r t y  young nen  of  t h e  .i,ni.ee bsnd 

of Sioux, t o  a c t  u s  scouts .  These Ind ians  were s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  c a l l  TIEIS mdde 

upon then. They h e s i t a t e d  and expressed r c c r e t ,  b u t  y e t  obeyed t h e  s m i o n s .  Th i s  

exped i t i on  incensed t h e  Sioux e x c e e d i ~ ~ l y .  Cn i t s  r e t u r n  it w?.s pronounced a 

succes s fu l  reconnoissance,  2nd the  people a e r e  t o l e  t h a t  ti;ere vras gold i n  the  

Ijlock H i l l s ,  and t h e  count ry  much b e t t e r  t han  h i t h e r t o  s ~ q p o s e d ;  tihot tirnLer nus  

p l e n t y ,  and tkiat v ~ t e r  ~ 1 1 d  p u s s  were abundant. 5'he covetous eyes of  ti;e n h i t e  Inan 

were thus  turned l o  t h e s e  h i l l $ ,  and 2 n r t i e s  bcgan t o  o rcan ize  t o  o i n t o  ther,~. 

The f i r s t  i n t r u d e r s ,  who s t a r t e d  i ~ i t h  t h e  avowed p u q o s e  of  l o c a t i n g  and mining, 

were d r iven  back, b u t  t h e  i d e a  o f  occupyin[ t h e  forb idden  land  vras n o t  ab~ndoned.  

Expedi t ions  were a l s o  f i t t e d  o u t  t o  epplore  an3 occ~lpy t h e  uncedcd i n d i a n  country,  

It e a s  a l s o  d e t e m i n e d  t o  chance t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  Yorthern P a c i f i c  r ic i l road ,  vLich 

a t  tLe d a t e  of  tl-Le t r e ~ t y  mas l o c a t e d ,  and whi le  i t  cmossed t h e  fLissouri b c l o ? ~  the  

mouth of t h e  Y e l l o ~ ~ ~ s t o n e ,  d id  no t  aucezd t h a t  s t r e a n  a  g r e a t  d i s tnxce  u n t i l  it 

was c rossed ,  and thence  westward t h e  l i n e  was on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  the  Yelloarstone. 


