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Our Indian ;lards 

t o  be p re fe rab le  t o  t h i s  Yoolder r i v e r  route ,  and to  tLe t r a v e l  on which the Indians 

offered no object ion,  bu t  the  m i l i t a r y  had decided tLat  the  route  they indicated  

should be kept open. The attempt t o  do t h i s ,  kept up h o s t i l i t i e s  during the  year 

1867, and i n  the  spr ing of 1868, i n  the t r e h t y  then made with the  Sioux, tlie govern- 

ment agreed t o ,  and did ,  ab?.ndon her  pos t s ,  and cloce up the  road on the  Ponder 

r i v e r  rou te  t o  Mntana.  

Vhen the  troudqe began with the  Sioux, i n  1066, home of them, who des i red  

t o  avoid war, and were ~ ~ i l l i n g  t o  hhvc yielded t h i s  route  t o  our t r a v e l ,  c m e  

south. They v i s i t e d  the  va l l ey  of the  RguLl icnn r i v e r ,  i n  western Kansas, and 

thence south a s  f a r  a s  ti'ort Larned. 5hei.r movements created uneasiness among t h e  

f r e i ~ t t c r s  on the  p l a i n s ,  and the  people i n  the  se t t lements  'recame alarmed. The 
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m i l i t a r y  pos t s  a l s o  kecar'le disturbed.  I n  the f a l l ,  t he  t shders  on t h e  A-rlcansas were 
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prohibi ted  from s e l l i n &  ~rms t o  the Indians. 
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/ *  The condit ion and temper of the  Indian t r i b e s  e a s t  of the  Rocky Kountains, 

a t  t11l.t time, wes a n a t u r a l  rc.sult growing out  of such t f f a i r s  a s  Lieutenant 

Dunn's, a t  Cmp sanborn; ldajor IIomlingds, a t  Cedar L l u f f s ;  Colonel Chivington's, 

a t  Sand Creek; and General I%ancockts, a t  Pi'uvinee Fork; a s  wel l  as  o the r  inc iden t s  

of  a l i k e  character ,  of  which the re  were man?, together with the constant  agrsssion 

of the white people upon the reservat ions  and hunting grounds of t h e  Indians. 

The disp@%ch of General Cheman, of the  28th of  December, 1066, had clucll t o  do i n  

s t imula t ing a l l  who were incl ined t o  annoy and librass the Indians. It was addressed 

t o  General Grant, and m b s  i n  these  words: "Jus t  ar r ived ( a t  St .  Louis) i n  time 

t o  a t t e n d  tl,e funera l  of my ad jutant-general,  Sawyer. I have civen ~ e n e r a l  

ins t r r lc t ions  t o  General Cooke about tl:e Sioux. I do not  un6erst;nd 1:ow tlie rriassacre 

of Colonel Fetterr;lanVs p a r t y  could have becn so complete. ;:e rtlust a c t  v i t h  

v ind ic t ive  earnestness aga ins t  the  Sioux, even t o  t i ie i r  exterrainntion - men, women, 

and children.  Xothing l e s s  w i l l  reach tl:e root  of t h i s  caseen  A l l  17ho f e l t  


