¢gur Indian ‘jards

Tt to sgoe a few Lerds of from ten to twentr buffalo. 4 like rcsull teok
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urthier souslward, bLetween the ..kensas and the Clrarron rivers. In
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1672, vhile on a scout for zbout a hunired miles south of Tort Dodge, to the
Indian Territory, we werc never oubt of sight of buffalo. In the foliowing
autumn, on traveling over the scme distriet, whilst tle whole country was whitoned
with bleached «nd blackening bones, we did not meet buffalo until we were well in
the Indian “erritory, znd some thirty to forty miles clong the no-th bank of the
Arhansas river, to tﬁq,east of iort Dodge, there was a continuous line of
putrescent curcasses, so that the air was rendered pestilential uwnd offensive
to  the last degree. The hunters had shot down the bulfaleo, nirht snd morning, as
trey came to drink. In ordcr to give some idea of the numbers of tiese circasses,
i% is only necessary to mention that I counted sixty-seven on one spot, not covering
more then four ncres.

"But this ¢rest loss of good and wholescre unimal food, all of vhich, with
2 1ittle judement =nd Toresight, could have becn utilized, will bLe betier un iderstood

reference to the statistics of cattle in other countiries. oOn reference to

the official gricultural returns of Creat Lritain, the United rin dom, and Lritish

h

oreign countries, it will be seen that ihe wunton and wasieful
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slauchter for the tlrce yeurs in cuesilon {and in nalin; the comuarison I am
keeping vo the lepitimate élaughter for hiles, «nd not legitimute for Tood), swep
away more buffalo than there sre cattle in Iollend and lelgium, or as many as tlree-
foufths of the czttle in Ireland, or one-half of itlise 1u (re.t Iritain.

"The result, tb -cTore, vould be the same s 1T o Tearful murrain In one ye«r
hed Cdestroyed the “hole of the cattle in Holland and “elgium, or, in trhe same
time, if either three-fourthe of the cattle in Ireland, or one-half of those in
rext Lritain, had Leen swept wvay Ly & plugue as great as thut of Leypt.
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"he citizens of the United States will betier i.alice this sreat waste, if
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they consider thnt this destruction amounted unnually to more than double of
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fexa;, whicli rences from threc hundrod wnd Tifty
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the znnugl drive of the cattle from
thousand to five hundred thouszand head per annum; or thut i1 would huve been the



