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'The Sioux IE, Commission of 1889," 

It seeme that  a l l  previous Commissions had taken a preacher with them and 
a l l  the councilsM had been opened with prayer. ;Je m o  do t h l s ,  but 
soon fougd thht  the d regarded it with favor. I n  every t rea ty  where 
the council Pe &..,prayer thep- ,,ba,e~, cheated, The greatr p d n t  
to  be $Uza#a Zo n t h e i r  confidence , so & h ~ ~ r ; & ~ b B & P e v b ! ~ w W  we 
told them; were succeesful ia this, and mainly because Geqp.g&@wek w a s  
w i t h  us.He had fought and whipped then, and a la rge  auiaber of tha had been 
scoutsin his army; he had the wisdom t o  t r e a t  them honestly; he never to ld  
them a l i e ;  he t reated them vigorously, but always Justly,  They c u l e d  fiim 
ngThree Starsn and B 'The Great Father's big whip." 
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Some of the Indians have a grea t  reputation away from hoae, f o r  instance 

such men as Sitti&& Bull and Red Cloud. Perhaps the two menhaving the l d a s t  
influence among the Indians a r e  these two. They lack i n  character and in te l -  
l ec tua l  forcecompared with many of the  others. A s  f a r  asIndian oratory i s  
concerned, I d idn ' t  seemuch of it. Their gest iculat ion and modulation of v o i ~ e  
a r e  perfectly beautiful ,  but when %a you come t o  consider what they say, it is, 

t i n  the main, chi ldish twaddle; a s  a ru le  they t e l k  only of l i t t l e  thhgs, but 
there i s  an Indian named John Grass, who, I think, with education would be 

'the equal of any i n  the country. 


