litters, The 29th was apent in msking a full supply of them, esnd in the
evening of that day the culum started again, the wounded being placed on
the gteamer "Far est,"” at the mouth of the Little Bit florn, at two o'eclock
in the morning of June 20th, reaching the depot on the Yellowstone the same
afternoon. The steamer then proceeded with them to Fort i, l.ineoln, the
nein command reaching the Yellowstone and cam ing on the bank of the river
on the 2nd of July.

~ttempts were immediately mede by GCeneral Terry to commmicate with
General Crook, who was somewhere in that part of the country, in order that
eoncert of action might be esteblished between the two exreditions, Two
attenpts failed, but a third succeeded; three private soldiers of the 7th
Infentry, James Bell, .1illiam ..vans and Tenjamin Y. Stewert, carried a
dispatch through to General Crook and two of them returned with his reply.

.8 soon as the news of this disaster was received nt Division Heod-
quarters, additional troops were at cmee put in motion for General Terry's
commend, 2s hed already been done for that of General Crook, but these
re-inforcements had to be colleeted from various stations on the frontier,
some of them v@ry‘remote from railroads =nd mmch time #as consumed before
reaching their destination.

During this period, the bands which had broken off from the main body
of hostiles, and the young warriors from the agencies, continued thelir old
well-known methods of warefare, stealing horses on the frontier and killing
amnll‘psrtian of citizens, while the constant commnicetions of the hostiles
with Indiens at the agencies, made it evident that supplies of food and
ammnition were wtill being drawn from those nlacea,

To prevent thia; it had been deemed necessary that the military should

control the agencies, and on ley 29th the Interior Denartment had been

requested % go cooperate with the military as to emable the latter to carry

out the policy of arresting, disarming and dismounting such of the hostiles

as made their appearance at these agencies., Cn July 18th this request was



