
fiontiars, i e  t d  in the follorring extract tram the annual report oi 
i 

Lieutenant Cen& Po H, Sheridan for 1875+ 

"In the Deparhmnt of Dakota, tihe military ham had the double 

duty of pr&mting the wttlamsnt. h r n  the raids  of hollfile Indiana, 

and tbs Black ni l l a  country irpm w~#up&ion by minere attraetad %here 

by re&, or ims, -inary rdn%ral wealth in the mil .  The troapa in th, 

Dapnrtmnf; of the Islatts have k e n  m & l y  a1qa@98 fn the same mamew 

:,a thoae af the F)sp&mnt of Dakota. .# 

'1 earnestly rceiammnd aoms action whioh all scsttle t h i s  Black 

I ? i U  qussticm, and reliers 2s iron an exaeedingly dilra&reeable and 

embamasaing duty. I fhsl quite satilliiad that all the oamtsy m t h  

of t h e  Yellonstone H i w m ,  t r a m  the Black R i l l e  of thc Cbymns as far 

aast as the Dig A m  Valley, and perhapa as fir m a t  ae Clark's F& 

of the Ysllovzstane, is gold bearing, bat as to the munt of the mid 

depoledt I mumot say; it m ~ t y  be great;, or it m y  ba amU. 

mi8 area ie also, at m y  places, w e l l  timbered, hea many 

beaut f f ul valreys a$? rather hi& dt ituile, with 7d sbil an4 abundmlrs 

of running waLar, I smrke t h i s  state~rrant tram having aPtr8i~& t h i s  owntry 

tor a law tima and in d % r  that rqy superitma rho W i l l l )  before long, 

hiiw t o  4eal vfth the c;uestiun of the BXaalr IIiUa, may be ublie t o  better 

a p p c f a t e  the interests of all ccme%rxied, be they white or 

YRm Siour Indiens, rmmbaring about tnenty-f'lm Wtousand, now hbld 

this extensive, cad, psrkqa, very valunblt: country, and in eddi t im,  

the M1% eastwaril Ih?orm %lies base of %be Black HI le of the C h e p m  t o  

the 2:issouri River, which wuld  make about ten thousaml aores of lard 

for tly.a hand o f  each fmi4,  and perhapa muoh m o r e ,  

"To met the  troubles which w i l l  miginat@ lrom the Rlack Hills 

qwstion, t o  be in advance of them when they come, anb be better able 

t o  deal with than, I direated, d t b u %  apanm t o  the ~ ~ n t ,  m 

explaratiun oi the Yelloratone R i v e r  laat ,tpring, a d  8aluut.d two 


