
tbQla t o  a e k  foir plmtbr and rroaIp8 la ?&a of the mtb, amth 

oJp thrm, w h e ~ d )  t b  iranfie~ mttlamants wem amkt m~lorre grqpesasd and I 

*In d e w  t o  better oolltrol the Indiana making them raidas for two or 

three yeart3 it mm r e c m n d e ~ d  t o  sstabxish a X a r g e  military p o d  in ths 

oountsy known as the Black Hills, e ~ ,  that by h o l d i ~  an interior pofnt in 

tlzer heart of the c o u ~ w ,  %he tmmpa crauld tfrzllsatdn the villages and &oak 

of the Indiansl ff the lattar saiaad %he mttl  ntgt. x i th  the caneant of 

the Prmident, %he Honorable Seem-y of R a s ,  the Cgrredral of tha Amy and 

tbs Iionorabla Sscrrstary of the Interior, the lattar having exelusive cwntrol 

of Indian amairs, t& Division Caarnedler waa authorizad t o  meke a military 

raconnios~~lnee into the o m t r y  about w h i ~ h  only dmmy dtaries ha8 hithrSo 

h e n  told. Fort Laramfa, rpming, abut oncp h-d m i l -  *am the Bla& 

R i l l a r ,  w a a  firart ssbets8 as tba point froan which t o  f it  ont t b  aqmtlitfcm, 

buf after two v is l te  in person k, that post, the Dirislori Gsmander fatld 

the tiempar of the Indiana in that rfcinity 8ueh t h t  an ~arpcrdftSon *ant 

there would probably propoke ba%ili t ias ,  eo &%%ation vae turned t~ F o r t  

A, Lfnocsln, at tha end of the Ncxrtharn P~af f i cr  i3ailroad, ats the nest mat  

suitable! point of depar%we, thong& the diatama was much greater thui from 

Fort L'mmie. Genaral Temy w 3 0  dirsrete~4 t o  argsnize a atrow sxpe!dition . 
and place it under the cornnand of Lieutenant Colonel G, A. Custsrr, 7th 

Cavalry, who was mgardsd as sspeeially fitted far crurrzh an u n d g r t e i ~ .  

The mconnioamnce Prae smimmtly a u e o s s m ,  the camtry of -the Black H i l l s  

opaa fourd t o  cantata plenty of fine tfmbm, cronsiderable good soil an8 an 

abundonts of water and gra~s. Gold was also discovered by the erpediticm, 

leading t o  a aubmqusnt malt of miners and otheriii who -re wrlth diflculty 

restrained from la @ m a 1  invasion of tha Black H i l l s  e m t r y ,  Upon ths 

very satiElfacrt;cnry reports of this rscomioesancas, tha r-dtion fa? 

the aatablisbent of a largf nilitmy post in that rseetfon - sar~estly 
renewed, but unfortunately lor the mbsequent history of Indian affairs, 

t b  construatton of a post was not mthorizad until ssrsreil pars later, 


