
them before they could be supplied i n  the  spr ing  by t h e  boats  

on t h e  r i v e r .  Unlike the sprfng-  of 1863 the i c e  d id  not go 

out of t h e  r i v e r  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the  season. . T h i s  delayed s t a r t  - 
ing because t h e  troops could not go i n  advance of supplies which 

would be needed upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  the designated points .  
f 

The fo rces  ava i l ab le  f o r  the  expedlkion of 1863, except Company 

I of t h e  Seventh Cavalry, (known a s .  t h e  Sioux City Cavs1ry)main- 

t a ined  headquarters a t  Sioux City, Ioxa, 2-d its members were 

d i s t r i k u r e d  on the Iona f r o n t i e r ,  where they remained during 

the s m e r  of that  year. Tke addi t ion  t o  the 1863 roraes  was 

p a r t  of the Sixrh  and Thirteenth Bi--nesota S a v a l r ~ .  These 

troops marched from xkeir rendevouz i n  Aiinnesota t o  a point 

near F t .  P ie r re ,  S. D,, ~ ihe re  a l l  the o ther  t roops of the  expe- 

d i t i o o  were t o  assenble,  The Second 3:ebraska Cava rg were a l s o  

i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of the Su l ly  troops.  %eg received t h e i r  suppl ies  

ar,d s t a r t e d  from near Ft. Leavz~sor tk  2 ~ 2  Ft .  Chaha snd aent up 

Bission River on the ves t  side,  but cooperating with Sul ly ' s  

ooraand. 

E a r l y  i n  June a regular  arm7 ve te r ina ry  came t o  inspeot 

the animals intended f o r  rhe expedition,  b:; ambulance dmwn by 

four  mules ar,d -:rith an escor-t. I accompanied him ss a s s i s t a n t  
4 

a s  f a r  a s  F t .  Rzcdall.  The anime.1~ nere found t o  be i n  excel- 

l e a t  conait  ion. 

Soon a f t e r  the copmands s t a r t e d  n o z t h  from t h e i r  respec- 

t i v e  7:inter quar ters  7;fit.h orders t o  assemble a t  or  near Ft. 

Pie r re .  -;!hen a l l  expcoted had a r r ived  ihe, proceeded t o  move 

nor th  i n t o - t h e  Indian country i n  a body tyiithin LailPng distance,  

the  Indians f a l l i n g  back a s  they approached u n t i l  t5ey reached 


