
with h i s  family i n  Sioux City, The Ylankton aompany and Ver- 

m i l l i o n  company were l e f t  a t  t h e i r  respect ive  places.  Four 

companies of t h e  S i x t h  Cavalry under Maj, House oame t o  Sioux 

City. Company I of the Seventh Cavalry returned ant spent the 

winter on :be f r o n t i e r .  

Perhaps i t  aould be well f o r  me here t o  s t a t e  tha t  I d id  

not accompany the  expedition and ghat I know of t h e i r  ac t ions  

I gleaned from the men of my own company who took an a c t i v e  

pa r t ,  and ?he o f f i c e r s  of kaj.  use's Sixth  Cai?alry, who bore 

the  burden of the  b a t t l e  at  lY$hite Stone H i l l ,  hear ing them dis- 

cuss mat ters  a f t e r  t b e i r  r e t u r n  a t  headquarters where they f r e -  

quent ly v i s i t e d .  

--. . Col. :illson spent t h e  rii:~ter a t  cis home i n  Dubuque and 

i n  the  spr ing  of 1864 resizned. Lieut. Col. Follock was pro- 

moted t o  colocel  and Eaj. Tenbrook t o  Lieutenant colonel. Gen. 

su . l ly ts  headquarters nere across t h e  k 2 l l  from zhief Quarter- 

=as ter  Bag,;els o f f i c e  where I was on dutg, and i n  pos i t ion  t o  

hear them c2 i sc~ss  and l a g  plans f o r  the coming expcdi t icn of 

1864, and t o  take pa r t  i n  the execution of orders ,  giving me 

some ins ight  i o t o  whet was being dore ir :ha;: d9scussion. 

Beither seered t c  h e s i t a t e  t d  discuss t h e i r  plans i n  my presence. 

In  t h i s  way I got t o  know ~ k e  general be t t e?  and more f u l l y  ac- 

quainted a i t h  :he members cf h i s  s t a f f ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  :.ith 

Czpt . King, h i s  ad ju tant ,  rrho ~fter t i rards  g r e a t l y  befriended me. 

Ear ly  i n  the  s p r i n z  cf 1864 ac t ive  preparat ions f o r  the 

e x p e a i o n  of t h a t  gear mere begun, A l a rge  quan t i ty  of forage 

and commissary suppl ies  had accumulated a t  Sioux Ci ty  and were 

sent up the r i v e r  t o  t h e  troops s ta t ioned there ,  sho needed 


