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P good gun. Before we were out many days I disoovered that i 

a d d i t i o n  he was an excel len t  markerman. I was t h e  youngest ma 

i n  the  o u t f i t  and was dubbed "tenderfootn. I kneT;: l i t t l e  of 

pioneer l i f e  and the f a c t  was I had not l o s t  an Indian and was 

not anxious t o  f i n d  them, end fu r the r  developments showed that 

older  and wiser heads were or' t h e  same mind. P r a i r i e  chickens, 

hawks and jack r s b b i t s  were p l e n t i f u l ,  and the r epor t s  of our 

guns could be f requent ly  heard, so tha t  if there  xe re  any I n d h s  

i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  they could have not ice i n  advance and plenty 

of time t o  escape; and tha t  i s  just  what happened. :rile proceed- 

e a  l e i s u r e l y  i n  order  t o  preserve the s t r e n g t h  of oue animals, 

remainicg two and t-Wee days i n  a place wkere water ardfiael wsre 

atmilakle .  But a f t e r  we were out some f o c r  weeks the advance 

guard re tu rnec  and r epor ted  tha t  they had seen s ~ o k e  r i s i n g  from 
-- 

a ravine ahead of us .  .ie had been going i n  a kind of haphazard, 

go-as-you-please way, but our f l a g  was unSurled (mhLch was the 

agreed signal f o r  assembly) and a f t e r  ac h o w  or so the company 

aas  assembled, ordered i n  l i n e  and advacced close enouzh t o  see  

tha t  the re  ,were no Indians there .  They had escaped. ~ e r h a p s  

it was just  a s  well  f o r  i t  i s  ',mown tha t  the Inclan i n  h i s  

untutored s t a t e  i s  .1li3ciztive, revengeful, d e c e i t f u l  and bel ieves 

i n  an e p  f o r  and eye. E%d ;:.e met them i n  confl ic t ;  and k i l l e d  

any of them, the7 ~ o u l d  lave ?robably revenged t h e i r  death by 

k i l l i n g  some unprotected s e t t l e r  a t  some other  time and place. 

The object of the expedition had been accomplished. Tie 

had gdven not ice  t h a t  they could not oc8cvpy t 5 i s  t e r r i t o e y  and 

could not approach set t lements  . .ithout be- ng  captured. On 

Closer approach t o  the  camp we found i t  kad s l l  appearances of 


