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half way where rumning water could be secured. Lyon, Osceols,
Plymouth and O'Brien counties were then devoid of settlé&énts;
except a few in and around Melbourne, and four or five farmers
near the mouth of the Broken Kettle. It was afterward demone
strated that this area was used by the Indians from the north
as 2 hunting ground, uninterrupted. It seemed that the object
of the Indians in approaching the settlements was to steal horses,
and if need be, kill the cwners to get them. The object of the
organization before mentioned was to patrol the couhhry in the
vicinity of Sioux City and forestall the approach of hostile
Indians, if any gave notice of thelr appearance. In addition,
a party of twenty in charge of Dr. "m. Smith ckose tc make a

more extended expedition, They were not =2

-

rthorized by the stdp
or zovernment and were obliged to provide their own mounts,
equipment arnd sustenance, except such as were contiituted by the
citiaens. Enouch was collected for = ten day trip, which was
made covering the divide between :ihe Floyd and the Big Sioux
Rivers in Flymouth county, terminating at Beloit, and return.

Y¥oihing out of the ordinary occurreddxring this outing.

As winter aprroached, the indians, as was itheir wonted cus-
tom, returned to their winter guarters and were inactive during
the cold winter. 1In the early snring of 'é6l renewed efforts were
made with the zoverngment and state authorities for more substan-
tial protecticn, with the result that orders were received from
the @overnor and throug: the Adjutant Ceneral of the State of

Iowa to recruit a company of militia for thkat purpose. The same
officers who had charge of the militia were selected, to wit:

Wm. Tripp, Captain; Dr. Wm. X, Smith, First Lieutenant; and A. J.



