
would accept the annuities t M s  t h e ,  a s  long as  they were brought and unloaded, 
although this acceptance endangered the l i v e s  of the f r iendl ies .  B e ~ r  Mbs 
warned Judge Lat ta  not t o  bring any more goods unless he a l so  brought so ld ie rs  
t o  guard them and t o  keep them from being destroyed. 

That same spring Bear Ribs and aoae of his band hitched up t h e i r  t ravois  
and took a journey west t o  look f o r  the hos t i l e  Tetons. They took nearly a l l  
of the issue goods tha t  had been l e f t  on the r i v e r  landing a t  Pierre. They 
t ravel led north u n t i l  they reached the Yellowstone Fiiver. From there  scouts 
were s en t  out t o  locate  the  camp of S i t t i n g  Wlll 3rd his Hunkpapayas. They 
found the grea t  hos t i l e  cam? on a point 02 land between the Yellorpstone and 
the Xissouri Rivers on a stream called Cherry Creek, which.empties into the 
Yellowstone. Bear Ribs was received by the  Tetorls i n  a f r iendly manner; he 
told  S i t t i n g  WrU he wished to speak publicly t o  the Tetons. 

A c r i e r  was sen t  graund the camp to  c a l l  a gather- t o  council, In this 
council, Bear Ribs explained about t he  landing of the issue goods against  his 
protests ,  and of how he to ld  the agent not t o  bring asw &ore goods, f o r  they would 
not be accepted, Bear Ribs to ld  the Yetons t h a t  he was not enmindful of t h e i r  
wishes; t ha t  he was not in ten t iona l ly  receiving goods from the government i n  
s p i t e  of the decision not t o  make any more t r e a t i e s  u n t i l  the f i r s t  t r ea ty  was 
f u l f i l l e d ;  t ha t  he had brought out a l l  the goods l e f t  on t r?e  boat landing a t  
Pierre.  A l l  of the  goods he gave t o  the  hos t i l e  Tetons, who were verymuch 
pleased a t  what he  had done. 

b a r  Rib i n  his speech advised the host i les  t a  surrender and come in .  His 
actions showed tha t  ke had a t r u e  regard for  his rrtttion and f o r  the wishes of 
h i s  people. A s  he was going back i n  a few days, he was asked t o  b k e  with hiin 
the load of furs the Tetana had, and trade them i n  for a r t i c l e s  such as knives, 
axes, awls, buckskin needles and dry gooas. There were some beaver and o t t e r  
hides, but most of the fir8 were buffalo hides, 580 of them to be traded t o  the 
h e r i c a n  Fur Company. Bear Ribs and h is  band had the  travois and. were equipped. 
t o  carry the furs ,  which they did, caking them t o  the post a t  Fort  Pierre,  in- 
stead of t o  the f u r  company a t  Fort Union. Many rnonths passed, but no word was 
sen t  out  by Bear Ribs t o  the hos t i l es  regarding the returns from the furs  t h a t  
were sold. That f a l l  some of the Tetons went down t o  Fort  P ie r re  to  see why they 
had no t  got t h e i r  r e t u r ~ s .  %early a l l  the  hardware t h a t  the American Fur Com- 
pany used t o  trade with t he  Indians was manufactured i n  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
T-Ms goods was shipped d m  i n  boats from there on the Allegheny River, t o  the  
Ohio :fiver, and from Cairo, I l l i n o i s ,  on the XississippL t o  S t .  Louis. From 
there i t  was shipped up the Missouri River. In 1862 t h e  Civ i l  Bar was going 
on and shipments t o  the west were very uncertain of delivery. h a t s  going up 
o r  down the Ohio Xiver were often sunk o r  destroyed by the rebels, especial ly  
boats carrying troops o r  anmunition; very few boats could pass down the  Ohio 
w i t b u t  danger. It was not  unusual to hear of them being held or s e t  on f i re .  

It is absurd t o  th ink  t h a t  the Indians knew about t h e  Civ i l  Ear; they could 
nei ther  read nor wri te  and they had so l i t t l e  intercourse with the M t e  people 
t h a t  most of them did not know t ha t  w a r  was going on i n  the eastern part of the  
cauntry. The hos t i l e  Indians could not understand why the goods they had paid 
For with t h e i r  fu rs  had not cone. There had been plenty of time allowed. They 
had waited f o r  six montlh, thinking tha t  a t  any time they would hear something 
about the s a l e  o f  t h e i r  furs.  It was ge t t ing  late i n  t!w season and samething 
had t o  be done about the matter. Bear i%bs had t o  accept f i v e  head of f ine ,  big  
horses t ha t  h8d been shipped up from St. Louis, a s  payment fo r  the  fu r s  t h a t  had 
been entrusted to him. The American Fur Company sa id  they were out of the  goods 


