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The Plains tribes ranged between the Rockies and~the Missouri River on that
great carpet of grass whlch extended from the Colorado Rlver in Texas northward
clear to the Saskatchewan River in Canaaa.: Or rather, they lived in that area,
though rangi Abeyond 1ts borders. There were, all together, nine tribes of true
Plains IndlanSthO llved in tipis, hunted buftalo, danced the Sun Dance, augtggmped
when qu together, in a_clrcle.‘ Their‘social organizatlon consisted of bands of
relatives forming tribes, and sometimes of tribes combiming in a contederation.
Poljtically they were ruled by societiesbofuwarrious, uhoseumouthplecee_aul-leaders
were chiets. Each of these tribes had its own language, its own religion, its own
form of government, and difterent customs. Each tribe élso:had a.cuafacter As
readily recognizable as were the footprlnts of their characterlstlc moccasins.

Along the Canadian border we flnd the Blacxioot confederaby, consisting of
the Siksika (true Blackfeet) the Plegans and the. Bloods - numerous, powertul,
implacable enemles of the white men, great flghters. The Blackfeet were ruled by
a combination ‘ot twelve warrior societ1es known as. the AllfComrades. They worshipped
the sun, had a great number of medicine bundles and elaborate cereminles, and de-
lighted in tales of theMythical Old Man. They had no friends but the Atsnno, the
Sarsi,. and the Hudson's Bay Company. But their enemies abounded. They fought with
all thd’nelghbors around thelr vast domaln,hating the brees,’the Assinab01ne, the
Dafotayl, the Grow, Flatheads am utenal. Decimited by smallpox and measles sgain
and egain,. they remained numerous, restless, agressive, predatory to the .end:

Closelv allled wlth them were a handiul of Atsena or Gros Ventres of the
prairie; an offshoot of the Arapaho.. These ﬁlg ﬁbllles or ght pbople wers called
ebggars or'gbongers by their relatlves, the Arapaho, who looked\upon them with
contempt. Thelr ioes were those of the Blackieet- they had no other friends.

Next them ranged the Assinaboine, the Stone B01lers, hardly more than a thousand
souls, too few to hold their own against their powerful enenies —- Da«ét??( Black-
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feet, Cheyenne _fallie wlth the Urees, They fought when necessary and eked out



