
The P la ins  t r i b e s  ranged between the Rockies a n d 8 t h e  Missouri Kiver on t h a t  

g r e a t  ca rpe t  of grass  which extended from t h e  Co~orado River i n  Texas northward 

c l e a r  t o  t h e  Saskatchewan River i n  ~ a n a d a .  O r  ra ther ,  they l ived. in  t h a t  area,  
P 

i ts  borders. There were, all together, nine t r i b e s  of t r u e  

Pla ins  Indian$*-who l i v e d  i n  t i p i s ,  hunted buffalo,  danced the Sqn Dance, and caiipbd, * 
when 4U together, i n  a c i r c l e .  Their ~ o c i a l  organization conqisted of bands of 

r e l a t i v e s  forming t r i b e s ,  and some times of t r i b e s  ttoahiaing i n  a conSed.erati,on. 

P o l j t i c a l i y  they were ruled by s o c i e t i e s  of warriors ,  whose mouthpieces arrl l eaders  
. - 

ware chiefs .  Eac.h qi' these t r i b e s  had its own language, its, own re l ig ion ,  ,its own 

form of government, and d i f f e r e n t  customs. Each t r i b e  a l s o  'had a character  a s  

r e a d i l y  recognizable as ware the foo tp r in t s  01 t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  moccasins. 

Along t h e  Canadian border we f i n d  the  Blackfoot konf edsral)y, consist ing of 
, , 

the  Siks ika  ( t r u e  Xlackfeet) , the Piegans anl the j310ods -- numerous, powerful, 

implacable enemies of the white men, g r e a t  fighters. - - The XLackfeet were ru led  by 

o combination of tiwelve warrior societies known as the W ~onkades. They worsMpped f 
A .  

the  sun, had a g r e a t  number of medicine bundles and e labora te  cerembnies, and de- 

light& i n  t a l e s  'of thehnythical Old Man. They had no f r i e n d s  but  the ~ t & a ,  the 

Sarsi,and the  Hudson's lby Company. But t h e i r  enemies abounded. They fought wi th  
. . 

a l l  thk;lsighbors around t h e i r  v a s t  domairA, hating the  cress ,  ' the ~ s ~ i n a b o i r k ,  t tr 

~ a ~ o t a ? ,  the  Crow, n o t h e a d s  and hutenai. Decimated by smallpox and measles again 
. - ,  - .  . .. 

wC( ;ceCd and &?.gain, they rexnaxned numerous, r e s t l e s s , .  agressive,  p r e d ~ t o q r  t o  the .end 
4 

Closel!r a l l i e d  w i t h  them were a handful of Atsena or Gros Ventres of' t he  
, .. 

prakkii, an offshoot  of t hs Arapaho. These Big b l l i e s  o r  v u t  people were called 
. . -  . - .  

b g g a r s  o r  Epongera by thir  *re la t ives ,  the  Arapaho, who looked upon them with 

cmtunpt .  Their foes were those of  'th ~aack iee ' t ;  they had no o t b r  fl-ields. 

Next them ranged tho Assinaboine, the  'stone Boilers, hardly more than a thousand 

own a g a i n s t  t h c i r  biwerful  enemies -- ~agta? Black- - 
the brees. They fought when necessary and eked out 


