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other officers were serving with the companies and farnished to their mua examples of fear-
Jess exposare snd 't?l.‘ endurance, o
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
7 "y E. 8. OTIS,
Lisutenant-Colonel Twenty d Infantry, Commanding.
ASSIFTANT ADNUTAXT-GENENAL,
Headguartsrs Department of Dakota, Saint Peul, Mign.

Caur orrostTE CARIN CREEK,

On the Yellowstone River, October 25, 1876,
8ix: I have the bonor to report that baving received informstion of the movement of
hostile Judians from the south toward the Yellowstone : also of the design of Bitting Bull 10
north to the Big Dry for buffulo, I moved with the Fifth Infantry to intercept or follow
ﬁ: moveaients. On Custer Creek, I learned that he bad attacked and turned back one
train from Glendive and made a second unsuccessful sttack upon sn escort and train under

tbc"enmnunnmd Xy COb:‘.d' Pl hing thel | and they appeared ders
oving t proaching their trall camp, ap in considerable
bers and pr tod l‘xng of truce and desired to communicats. | met Sitting Bull be-
tween the lines. He expressed & desire 0 * make a peace.” He desirnd 1o hunt buffalo,
to trade (particularly for ammanition), and :suul that the Indians would uot fire upon
soldiers if they were not disturbed. He desired to know why the seldiers did not go into
wigter quarters ; aud, in other words, be desired an ** old-fashioned peace "' fur the winter,
He was informed of the terms of the government, and on what ods be couid oblaia
pesce, and that he must bring his tribe in near our camp. jnterview ended pear
sundown with no definite result, they retiring to their camp, snd my command moving
and camping on Cedar Creek, in position to move easily to in pt their mov t north.
Ritting Bull was told tv comein next day. As the command was moving worth beiwesa
their camp and the Big Dry, they ngaiu appeared and desired to talk. A council followed
between the linea, with Bitting Bull, Pretty Bear (chief in council). Bali Eagia, Johe
Bans Arcs. Bianding Bear, Gall (war chief), White Ball, and ethers of their headmen
present. fitting Bull was anxious for peace, provided be could bave his owa terme: yol to
surrender to the government would be a loss of prestige to him as & great war chief. His

taste sud great strength is as & warrior, and I should judge that infusnce would bave

weight with him as against wiser counsels. Beveral of bis headmen and le, 1 ve,
desire peace. The demauds of the government were fully expleined to him, snd the only
terms required of him were that he should camp his tribe on some point on the Yellowstone

near the troops, or go into some government sgency and place his people under subject
to the government. He said he would come in to irade for ammunition, but waated no re-
tions or itien, and desired to live as au Indian ; gave no assurance of good faith, ead
as the council ended wae told that a non-sccsptance of the liberal terms of the government
would be considered an act of hostility. An engagement immediately followed. They took
position on a line of hills and broke ground, m&ia( every mound sad ravine.
were driven from every part of the fieid, through nd aad down Bad Route
Creek, and finally across the Yellowstone at the ford they had cressed abomt a wesk ago.
In their camp on their line of retreat, they sbandoned toas of dried meat, lodgn-peles,
travois, empo.q‘:lrp. pouies, and brokeu-down ea horees, &e. They fought prin-

y dismounted, sbd were driven 43 miles 10 the south side of the Yellowstons.
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Indians, military channeis, be discontinned, when, 1 believe, this
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do not accept the lerms of the goverament within ons menth, I am satiefied they

thm‘hommmforgm udy-‘. lfuyn"lhlhnhm&udh
viciaity, 1 would be glad to be apprised of it, as the command may move ia diree-
Iam

NELSON A. MILES,
Colonal Pih Infoniry, Brovet Major-General Commaniding,
AsewsTawy Avvranr-Gex
Daperiment of Dakita, Saint M, L



