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lies is in that section of country. and that there is & camp here about O'Fallon Creek
for the purposs of annoying traisa. The men and oficers did, all of them, exceedingly well,
and it is due 1o them that the train came off as well as it did. The wagun-masters were the
only men that I bad available &s scouts, and were invaluable to me in thet capucity in
luoking over the country in my lf;:lm.

yery reapectfully, your obedient servant,
7 roepectiye ¥ CHARLES W. MINER,
Ceptain Twenty-second Infantry.
PosT ADJUTANT,

HeaADQUARTERS BATTALION TWENTY-SECOXD INFAKTRY,
Station near (Jendive Creek, Montana, October 47, 1576,

8ir: I have the honor to report that, as communicated in my lotter of the 1ith instant
to the headguarters of the department, 1 commenced the trip to Tongne River with the anp.
iy -train upun the morning of the 14th instaat. Forty-one of the citinen teamsters, having
L«‘ome too greatly demoralized to continue service upon the road, were dischnrged and the
necossary places filled with eulisted mwen. The train consiated of eighty-six waguin and the
enscort of Companies C and G, Beveunteenth Infantry, and G, H, and K, Twenty second ln-
fantry. De ails were mnde from these companies and left behind with Captain Clarke, com-
manding Company I, Twenty.second Infantry, who was directed to remain at Glendive;
and his command, thus re-enforced, conaisted of four officers and ninety-seven enlisted men.
Vhe train cacort cousisted of eleven commisaloned oiiierrs (myself included) and cue hun-
dred and eighty-five enlisted men. We proceedsd the first day 12 miles and encamped upon
the Lromd bottom of the Yellowstone River, without discovering & sign of the presence of the
Indians. During the uight a smail thieving party was fired upon by the picket, but the
purty escaped, leaving beiind s single pony with ite trappings, which was killed. At dawn
of day upon the 15th the train pulled out in two stzings undﬁrmmkd quietly to ¥pring
Creek, distant from camp shunt three miles. Thew | directed two mounted men (Beout
Robert Jackson and Rergeant Kelly, Company F, Twenty-second Infantry) to station them-
selves upon & hill beyond the creck and watch earefully the surrounding country until the
train shontd pass through the defile. The men advanved st swift in the proper direc-
tion, sud, wheu within HU yards ot the duigunlodnlsﬁ, they received a volley from a number
of concealed Indiaus, when suddenly men and Indians came Jeaping down the blufl. The
men escaped without injury to person, although their clothing was riddled with builets. [
quickly sdvanced a this skirmisb-line to the bluffs, which drove ont forty or fifty Indians,
aud, making & similar mov t on the opposite flauk, the train pessed through the gorge
aud gained the bigh table-land. Here thire or four scouts, sent out by Colonel Miles from
Tongue River, joined us. They had been driven into the timber on 1t revious evening,
then corraled ; had lost their horses and ove of their number, and to the biuffs au.
der cover of the darkness. The dead scout was found and buried, train  proveeded
quictly slong the level prairie, surrounded by the skirmish-line, and the ladians were com-
ing thick and fast from the direction of Cabin Creek ; but few ahots were exchanged and
buth parties were preparing for the nruglo. which it was evident would hh“rhu al the
deep and broken ravine of Clear Creek ‘t:?h which the train must e cautionsly
entered the ravioe, and from owe hundred fifty to two hundred Indians had gained the
surrounding bluffs to cur left.  Bignal fires were lighted for miles around, aad extended far
away on the opposite side of the Yellowstone. The prairies to our front were fired and somt
up vast clouds of smoke, We bad no artillery and nothing remined 10 do except to chargo
the bluffa. Company G, Bev th, and Co-pu‘{'ﬂ. Twentysecoud Intantry, wers
thrown forward upoun the rua, uda‘dlutl sealed bluffs, mwcﬁm the Ind cll
with one equally as barbarous and driving the enemy to another ridge of hills. .
then watered all the stock at the creek, teok on water for the men, and the train slowly ae-
couded the bluffs. The eountry now survounding ws was mwch brokew, the Indians con-
tinoed to increase in vumbers, surrounded the traln, and the eutire escort became
The train was drawn up in four strings and the entire eacort enveloped it by s thin ki
line. lu that formation we advanced, the Indiane every polut, upwhl:g the rear,
which was only enabled to follow by charging the cm{ and then retresting rapidly toward
the train, taking sdvantage of the knolls and ridges in its course, The Sanks were nd-
vanced shout & thousand yards, and the rosd was epened in the front by repesated
1n this maaner we sdvanced several miles and then haited for the night upon s ou
of the high prairie, the escort holding the awrrounding ridgs. The Indians bad now at-
tempted every artifics.  They had every point or“.'L. live: bad run their fires through
the train, which we were compelled to croes with m,: had endeavored to approach
under the cover of the smoke when they found overmatched by the officers and
wen, who, taking advantage of the cover, moved forward and took them at elnse ramge.
They had met with considerable lovs; a good number of their saddles were empiied and
several ponies wounded. Their firing was wild in the extrome, and I shonid er them
the poorest of marksmen. For several hours they kept np o brisk fire and wounded but




