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Camr MouUTH or GLEXDIVE CREXK,
October 13, 1876,

Sin: In compliance with the verbal orders of the commanding officer, I have the honor
to report that on the morning of the 1Uth instant, 1 started for Tongne River with s train of
:_l:‘n‘;ty-fw wagons and one ambulance, esvorted by four companies of infantry, strength as

we :
Company C, Seventeenth United States Infantry..... sesecessessccsnsonn cosecscncces 39
Compeny H, Twenty-second United States Infantry
Company (3, Twenty second United States Infantry >BStrength not stated.
Comp.n{ K, Twenty-second United Stases Infantry

That [ moved from camp at the mouth of Glendive Cresk at half-past ten In the morning.
Bo soon as the head of my train nppurod on the hills, on the west side of the camp, | saw
a signal fire spring up on the opposite bank of the Yellowstone River, some ten miles above
and opposite Lhe camp | inte to make that evening. I arrivid in eamp—what is called
Fourteen-mile Camp—about five in the evening. The camp is in the of the creek and
commanded by kills at short range on all sides but the south, where it is n toward the
Yellowstone, is & good deal of brush and some timber along the banks of the creek.
The corrals wers made ns compactly as possible for the night and secured with ropes. The
companies were camped close t0 them, two ci each side. Thirty-six men and four nom-
comnissioned officers wers detailed for guard. Two reserves were formed and placed oy the
flanks oot protected by the cumpanies. At 3 o'clock a. m. of the 11th the Indians made an
attack on eamp accompanied by yells and & hot fire, from & ravine abous two hundred ysrds
away. The fire was eatirely directed on the corral and they bhad the range exactly. This
fire excited the mules 00 that they broke the ropes of the corrals and stampeded, falling into

the hands of the Indians; forty-one from the governmeat train and six from tho®. Ove
mule was shot through. The firing continned for about balf an hour, when the Indians
woved off, mot only thomy who had dome the firing but another party ou the other side of
the camp, who bad not , but who were heard to move off.

Atsix1 to move forward. The road bere for about three miles runs up the bed
of the camped on, and there are & number of cross ravines. After the train started,
but before the rear guard had left camp, they were fired upon from the timber skirting the

s large body of Indiame, mated at from two to three hundred, came over the
foot-hills between the camp and the Yellowstone River, on the east side of camp. Theso
Indisne sngaged the rear guard, commanded by Captain McArthur, 8cventesnth Infantry,
[ rauge and kept up a comtinual skirmish, firing out of all the depressions, in
ground and from beb hills. This f me (0 move at & suail's pace, 50 as

the train closed up, and that the rear guard should not be left too far behind. As
s00n a8 [ reached the high prairie, I could ooo‘lup aumbers of Indisns on my left coming
apparently from the Yellowstoms River, and passing to my front; these were entirely
distinct and in addition te those in my rear. My impression was that they intended to at-
tack me ot the next water, Clear Cresk, eight miles from my camp of the night of 10th
instant. Clear Creek is & dosp ravime, very bad to get down to, and bard to pull up out of;

am,l hdl,ulq within about half s mile of Clear Creek. My rear wasstill firnd on, and

be I sent my wagon ter ahead to examine Clear Creek,
if possible: he eame back and reported that he saw tweive in the ravine through which be
muuaﬁumuuhw beard fiirng ou the creek itself and believed
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they weve in there. I st oncs decided that in the crippled condition of the train it
would be best to return %0 the camp at the moath of Glendive Cresk. My reasons were
thess. 8o far the Indians had shewn a force, 8 near as I eonld estimate, of from four to six

erippled as 90 necessitate the abundonment of some of the wagons. That the same per-
formance would take place at the next cresk and in all probebility in much larger foree, if
lvmutoo-ydbdbmrow.yfmb‘hvoodudww, 'llrhlwuhthﬁuulh.dl

ts mecessary ing, that in going forward [ should loss the
dluvﬂuml:nldhbthow-heklz



