
and turned wer t o  the oomirrsary department. 

The general and a few of his s t a f f  of'fioercl, myself included, went up the 
s t r e a s  to a high mesa 8me three miles above eamp and got a beau t i fu l  vier of 
the oountry and the surrounding hills, when we ran upon a monstrous gr izz ly ,  who 
took shelter i n  a l i t t l e  plam patah ower ing  abuut an acre of pound. (Ine of 
our party, Rainmaster Wheeling, x i t h  -re dar ing than the  r e s t  of us  cared t o  
exhibi t ,  rode  up t o  d t h i n  a f e w  rods of the patchi the bear would rush out a f t e r  
hh, w h  he would turn h i s  mule s o  quickly that the bear could not catch hb, 
the bear close to his heels snapping and growling, a t  the same t i m e  reoeiving 
t h e  fire of our Sharpe's rifles. After receiving same, Mr. Girzcly would re- 
t i r e  and again Wheeling would draw him out of the plum patch, and again we would 
pour cold lead i n t o  his  carmas. The fight was intensely interesting. When we 
domed g r i j z l y  we found we had perforated h i e  hide with twenty-three balls .  The 
snfmala was m e  of the largest of its speciea; aooording to the very bes t  e s t i -  
ma-te it weighed about 1,800 pounds, 

From this point  on t o  Montana, in faot a11 along the whole base of the 
Rooky Mountains t o  the British possessions, the country is perf e e t l y  oharming, 
the h i l l s  are all oovered ~ 5 t h  a fine growth of grass, and in wery valley 
there i s  e i ther  a ruahing stream or  same quiet babbling brook of pure, elear 
snow mter, f i l l e d  rith trout, the banks lined with trees -- w i l d  cherry, 
quaking asp, some birch,  willow, and oottonwood. Ho country in America i s  more 
ipioturesque than the eastern slope of t h e  Big Horn mountains. 

August 25. -- Broke omp at the usual hour; pushed on north,  passing along 
the base of the Big Horn mountains. Croased r m e r a l  streams, one of which as 
named C o a l  areek, beoauae of the faot that near t h e  csnter of t he  stream lay 
a blook of 0-1 about twenty-four fee t  long, eight feet Chick, and twelve feet 
wide, the  water having washed through a vein of 0-1 tbat cropped out at t h i a  
point. We found ooal here enough t o  supply our forges and t o  enable the blaok- 
smith t o  do some needed repai rs .  Seven miles from Clear fork we oame t o  a 
very pretty lake, about two  mile8 long and about three-fourths of a mile wide, 

.I whioh Major Bridger told us paas DeSmet lake, mmed for Father DeSmet . 'Phe lake 
i s  atrongly impregnated with alkali, in  Faot so strong that an egg or pota to  w i l l  
not s ink i f  thrown into the water; large red bluffs a r e  t o  be seen om both sidee, 

' and underneath the lake i s  an immenae am1 vein. Not many miles frum t h i s  lake 
, is a flowing oil well. A sclhrmne might be inaugurated t o  tunnel under this lake, 
,pump the o i l  into the lake, se t  the tunnel  on f i r e  and bo i l  the whole body of 
;alkali  water and oil i n t o  amp. We mads, our oamp on the Piney fork of the Pow- 
der r i ve r ,  about taro or three milea below Fort YcKinaey, where there is now a 
f lour ishing oity known as Buffalo, samty s e a t  of Johnson county, prSoming. 
Just after we had gone i n t o  camp a la rge  bagd of buffa lo  that had been arouaed 
by our f lankers  came charging d m  the h i l l ,  d i r e c t l y  f n b  our camp. Wny of 
them turned aside, but several  passed through among the magona, nuoh t o  the dis- 
may of our animals, most of which were t i e d  t o  t h e  same, taking their evening 

One monsqt;roue b u l l  got tangled i n  the  ropes of m e  of our tentar, 1";':: g;::: while trampling it in  the  dust. 

August 26. -- Left Piney Pork at 6 otolock A. E,t traveled north w e r  a 
beautiful oountry u n t i l  about 8 A,M., when our advance reached the t o p  of the 
ridge dividing  t he  mters of t h e  Ponder from thoas of %he Tongue r ive r .  I was 
riding in the extreme advance in company with Major Bridger. We were two thou- 
anad yards, a t  l e a s t ,  ahead of the generamna*-ld.8 staffs .mr Parnee scouts  
were on either aide and a l i t t le  in advance; at t h a t  t h e  the re  m a  no advance 
guard immediately in f ront .  A s  the major and myaelf reach the t o p  of the h i l l ,  
we invo lun ta r i ly  halted our steeds8 I ra i sed  my f i e ld  laas t o  my eyes and took 
in the grandest view I had ever seen. I omld see t o  the nor th  end of the Big 


