
August 11. -- Broke camp a t  the usual hour, traveled dom Dry creek, 
passed two or three mud holes, Where t h e  stoak WAS watered. After eight milea 
marching, got t o  a spot where we could see the long looked fo r  Ponder river 3 aaw 
columns of smke down t h e  r ive r ,  indicat ing an Indian v i l l age  a few miles army. 
It proved t o  be a fire which the hoati le  Indians had made a day or two before. 
The Powder river i s  a t  this p o h t  a very rapid stream, water muddy l i k e  the 
Missouri, timber v e r y  plenty, ranging beak from t h e  river from one-half t o  one 
mile; gram not very good, no ohanoe to cut any hay anywhere an t h e  r ive r .  e a i n  
reaohed a m p  a t  two oialock, and oamped i n  the timber an the river bank. In 
the evening the general, s a w  mefibers of his staff, and the guides, with m 
escor t ,  went down the river t o  see i f  there  were any signs of Indiane. Fomd 
a "good 1ndianW very I a t e ly  sewed up in a buffa lo  hide and hung up in  a t r e e  -- 
many such sights along t h e  Powder r ive r .  The aountry traversed by the  general 
was similar to the oamp ground. 

August 12.- Train remained in camp. 'Ln exploring expedition was sent up 
the r i v e r  under the aommand of Lieut. Jewett with orders t o  proased twenty 
miles t o  look f o r  a b e t t e r  looation for a mi l i t a ry  post.  Twenty-five of t h e  
Sixth Michigan oavalry went up the r i v e r  with Lieut. Jmett t o  t he  crossing 
of t h e  old t raders '  road from the Platte bridge to the Big Horn mountains, and 
past t h e  same, known as  the Borermn trail, made i n  1864 by J. M. Bosexnan, of 
Montana. Lfeut. Jewett found bottoms on both sides of the river banks heavily 
timbered, flanked by high bold bluffs, with Indian a i m s  a l l  along the stream, 
acaraely a mile where there had not  been Indian villages; some within a f e w  
weeks, some t h a t  were probably made years and years ago3 a m e  very large amps 
gave evidsnee that the Indians had very large droves of hor8esB a s  the  t r e e s  
were badly girdled. Numerous Indian bu r i a l  trees were found, with l o t s  of 
:good Indirns" tied up in them. Several bandsdf buffalo were seen during the 
day. Lieut;. Jewett returned to oamp the sdune day, having made a f i f t y  mile 
nraroh. 

August 14.--The f i r e t  timber ana cut to-day for building a etoolcade, 
the general having deoided t o  ereot  a fort on the oppoaite bank of the r i ve r  
a t  t h i s  point,  on a large m~m rising about one hundred f e e t  above the l w e l  
of t h e  r i ve r ,  and extending baok a e  level as a floor about five milea t o  the 
bluffa. A very f fne  l o a t i o n  for a fort, the only disadvantage being soaro i ty  
of hay land. &r stockade timber was cuttwelve f e e t  long and was from eiglrt t o  
ten inches in thiolmess. Theee posts  were set four f e e t  deep i n  the wound i n  
a treneh. Every so ld ie r  and a l l  the teamstere who oould be urged t o  work were 
supplied with axes and the men seemed t o  emjoy the exeroisa, chopping e e e s  and 

August 16. -- Command a t i l l  i n  aamp waiting f o r  a t r a i n  of supplies f'rm 
Fort Laramie before we prooeed. Indian soouts d i scwered  a war party to-day, 
and the soldiers gave them a running fight, Capt. North% Farmees i n  t he  ad- 
vance with only a few staff of f ioe rs  who were smart enough t o  get t o  t h e  Front 
with t he  Pawnees. Capt. North followed the  Indians about twelve miles without 
t h e i r  being aware of o hen the fun began i n  earnest.  h W I p t y  
outnumbered the m6111yJ eea, desirous at' get t ing wen with t h e i r  
old ensmy, the Sioux, devil8 ,# dropping t h e i r  blankets behind 
thm, and all useless  paraphernalia, rushed i n t o  the fight half naked, whooping 
and yelling, clhooting, howling,.,-- melt a - e m - 3  fiaat m B.Pcre. Some twenty 
four soalps were taken, erne twenty-f our horses aaptured, and q u i t e  M amount 
of other plunder, such as saddlsls, fancry horse trappings, and Indian f ixtures  
generally. The Pawnees were on horseback twenty-four hours, and d i d  not  leave 
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