
boys were smart enough t o  smell danger and t o  take the general a t  h i s  word, 
They f e l l  into line and went out upon the  dismal, unprofi table,  inglorious hunt 
after "rcalp lffters ." 

Before leaving Laramfe, about the 25th of July, I was rel ieved as adjutant 
general by k p t .  C. J. h u r a n t ,  a regular  a s s i s t a n t  adjutant general, who had 
been sent by t h e  secretary of mr t o  repor t  t o  Gen. Comer. The general  refused 
t o  let  me Soin my company and iesued an order announoing m e  aa his acting a s s i s -  
tant quartermaster , and inatruatgd m e  t o  provide t ranspor ta t ion,  forag9, eto., 
for the expedition. 

I found that there were only about seventy government sgona a t  Fort  h a -  
mies that the oarrrmissary s to r e s  and forage required for  the expedition, and 
required by tho comn*nd under Col. Cole, would require  i n  the neighborhood of 
200 wagons t o  transport the same. I was earnpelled t o  pkess o i t i z ens '  a u t f i t r  
into Che ssrviae. 

I pressed into the servioe  forty wagons belonging t o  sd .  L-htdp, whiah 
m r e  under oharge of Thoaas Aahlopi aaptured Tom Pol lockts  t r a i n  of thirty wagons, 
and other t r a i n8  t o o  numerous t o  mention, u n t i l  I had a t r a i n  of  185 wagons. 

Our aoamand left Fort hramie  on the  30th day of July, 1865, enroute for 
the Powder r ive r .  Our column ma b o w  a8 the "Ponder r i v e r  Indian expeditionsm 
and was aomposed of sixty-sight  aten belonging t o  E, Seventh Ion, oaval- 
ry, under canmnand of Capt. N o  J. OtBriem, with F i r a t  Lieut. J o h  S. Brewer, 
Seoond Lierut. Eugene F. &re; sixty men of Company Es Elwenth Ohio volunteer 
oavalry, under Capt. k r s h l l ;  asventy men of Company K, Elwenth Ohio volun- 
teer oanrlry,  Capt. J. L. Bumphreyville; f if ty-seven sen of Company Es Eleventh 
Ohio volunteer cavalry; s ixty-one men of Company )I, Second California cavalry, 
camanded by Capt. Geo. Conrad; fourteen ma, a detaobanmt of the  Secand Bliasourf 
artillery; f if teen men, a detaahent of the signal corps of the United States 
army, under oammand of Lieut. J. Willard Brown, assisted by Second Lieut. A. V. 
Riohrds  ; f i f teen  men on detaohent serviae  f ron the Elwenth  Ohio oavalry serv- 
ing in the quartermaaterta depa rhen t t  seventy-five Paplllee e ~ o u t s  under oommand 
of Capt. Frank North, and seventy Winnebago and &ha Indians under o m d  of 
Cape. E. w, Bash; together with s i x  oampaniesr of the Sixth Michigan oavalry, 
numbering about 250 man, under camand of Col. Kidd, The Miahigm troops r e r e  
intended as a garrfson for  the first m i l i t a r y  post eatabliuhed, t o  be  looated 
a t  Powder r iver .  and were not properly a part of the left  oolrurm on the Powder 
rive r Indian expedition. Not including the Michf gan Croopa, w e  had, a l l  to ld ,  
404 so ld ie r s  and 145 Indiana, together with about 195 tetamtcrrs-and lsrrgomnastere 
i n  the t r a i n ,  rhioh nrs i n  the  direoO oharge of kobert Wheeling, ahief t r a i n  
master. The general's rtaff m e  l imited t o  five of f ioe rs r  Capt. J. C. Inurant, 
A. A. ff., Capt. Sum Bobbins, F i r s t  Colorado oavplry, chief engineer; myself as 
quartermaster; Capt. We H. !hbbs, A. C, S., and Oaoar Jewett, A. D. C. 

We arrfved a t  t h e  rrouth bank of the Platte August 1, expeoting t o  orosa a t  
the LaBcmts  oroasing. The general and  his guides and ad~snoe guard8 kad arrived 
the night before, expeoting Pram information furnisrhed by hi8 guides that he 
would f ind a good orossing here. Our guides, ohief  among whom were Maj. Jamer 
Bridgsr, Nick Janirsle, Jim Daugherty, Mioh. B ~ U P T ,  John Resha, h t o i n e  LaDue, 
and Bordeaux, were supposeds t o  be thoroughly posted oa thi s oountry, especially 
the region  so near Fort h r m i e ,  herethey had been hundreds of t i m e ;  bu t  the 
treaoherous Plrt t te  was too muoh for them. The spring flood that had just passed 
had washed away the arolsaing, and after ~tem hours* di l igent  searohing not one 
of the cavalry esoort  could f i n d  a place t o  oross the river wtthout swimming his 
horse and endangering his life. Coming up with t h e  train, which had been de- 
layed and did  n o t  reaoh samp u n t i l  afternoon, I found the general thoroughly 


