
line a t  t h e  s l igh tes t  encroachent -- to locate them and say: c"lkus f a r  shalt 

thOu come, and no far the^,^ i s  the only policy practicable. I t  will apply i n  

many places i n  dealing wi th  lnen other than Indians. (V course Major ChFlton 

had experienced advisors i n  abundance i f '  ha chose to ask advice. I;olonel Utchel, 

the C o d s s i o n e r  of Indian Affairs, had spent maw years d t h  the Sioux of the 

Upper Ussouri. Then there was Bridger and  itsp pat rick with the i r  great exper- 

ience, and always rel iable  and any number of long-haired mountaineers - a large 

percentage of them worthless characters - but many traders, trappers, and 

guides of good, well earned reputations. Captain Ketchtun, commanding company 

G, Sixth Infantry, had been stationed several years a t  Laramie, and few men knew 

the lndians and the country be t te r  than he, 

This camp, and incidents connected with the treaty was well written up at 

the time by hk. B. Grata Brown, heretofore referred to, and published i n  tb 

Missour& Republican. So far a s  I know, no other paper had a correspondence on 

the ground. Today such an event would draw reporters from most all of the lead- 

ing papers i n  the country, including the i l lus t ra ted  papers; the  whole c a p ,  

including dai ly  incidents, war dances, squaw dauces, s h a  battles,  ctc., por t ra i t s  

of t h e  principal chiefs and the of f i c i a l s  would be aeen i n  these great priodi- 

cals, and all t h e  reading public would be fadliar with it. 
.I 

We remained a month i n  this camp, awaiting the,;arrivd of  the ox train 

that brought the presents froa the hissouri, they having been first bmught from 

St. Louis by steamboat t o  Fort Leavennorth. During the time we were waiting 

the C o d a s i o n e r  was having nade a l i s t  of all the head men and the number of 

each band, and ranking them according to their power and influence, judging by 

the number of followers; then taking an invoice of the goods t o  be distributed 

parceling them off to each band, turning them over t o  the chief or  sub-chisf 

fo r  distribution, 

This listing of the bands was m immense job, arid the distribution arust be 


