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my atlas at school a ;eh years before, L showed him the finest camp imaginable,

‘and he was pleas 4 i askgg/him if he had any objections to my staying with him
until the c

was forme(fK "No, young man, these are the finest indians on J
earth; stay with me and 1'11 show 'um to you.” wsoon the column was in motion,
and they went into camp in their own peculiar way. nvery prominent point was
dotted by a sentinel, quietly wrapped in his blanket,/gun ready for use.
Bridger said: "well, you seen that fool Sioux make the run, didn‘'t you?" ‘Yes
sir.” ¥Ywell, —-—-," referring to the brave interpreter, whom he knew well,
"gaved that fellow from hell; my chief would 'er killed him quick, and then the
fool Sioux would ‘'er got their backs up, and there wouldn't have been room to
camp '‘round here for dead sioux. lou dragoons acted nice, but you wouldn't have
had no show if the fight had commenced -; no making peace then. And 1 tell you
another thing: the oioux ain't goin' to try it again. <1hey see how the snakes
are armed, LI got them guns for 'um, and they are good cnes., 1t!'ll be a proud
day for the onakes if any of these prairie tribeg pitch into ‘um, and they are
not a bit afraid. Uncle oam told ‘um vo come down here and they'd be safe, but
they ain't takin' his word for it altogether. 'They'll never be caught napping,
and they're prepared to travel anywhere. Awful brave fellows, these snakes;
got the nerve; honest, tooj; can take their word for anything; trust 'em anywhere;
they live all about me, and I know all of them." !
I returned to the dragoon camp, infa couple of hours just as Major Chilton,
with the Indian commissioner, Colqneivnitchel, and some others came in, and 1
was sent back with Colonel Mitdhal's compliments to request vaptain Bridger, as
he was then called, to come over. I delivered the meésage, and returned with
Bridger, who spent some hours with the Gommissioher's party. Somehow, I had
conceived a great liking for and felt great confidence in Bridger. The acquain-
tance had been short, but he impressed me as a master in his line, and when I

ni
related to Sergeant Hooper and others whut he had said to me, all seemed to /partake



