
sake of wantonly destroying the lives of animals as did the w h i t e  man, and how 

could they anuse themselves? Of what use to  l ive? And how could t h y  hope to 

raise young men without war? And of w h a t  use were maon if not warriors? But 

the indian uepartment had becme a great branch of the polit ical  machine, large 

amounts of money were appropriated, g r h n g  larger annually, and it must be 

spent. There were many beneficiaries interested - aanufacturors of Indian goods, 

merchants, freighters, officials a d  braera-on i n  largs numbers. Whether it  

led to tragedy or ended in a farce, hem was a wel l  la id  plan for the largeat 

aesablage of hdians ever gathered a t  one council or on one treaty ground. 

The Pawnees and some others were invited but nom of thern came, presumably because 

they 13ere afraid to risk it. But the Y ~ k e s  cane. %'heir headquarters lras about 

Fort  Bridger. rhe Sioux and Cheyennes had proeised to nakt peace x i t h  then, 

and to  take no advantage of them while the treaty was going on. 

About noon one bright day, a long line of dust was seen frmv aur camp, 
-.. 

lookiw west, towards Laramie Peak, Soon a long line of Indians cane moving 

slowly down i n  battle array, arms ready for use and every llan apparently axpec- 

tant, the woaen and children and baggage bringing up the rear well guarded. It 

turned out that Major Ekidger, the interpreter, had reported to headquar.l;era 

the approach 0," the snakes, and he had been directed to lead them down near to 
< ,' 

' our camp, All the 'head men of the Sioux and Cheyennes had given assurance that 

they should not be molested, so d m  they case, moving very aluwly and cautiously, 

the chief alone a short distance in advance.. Xhey were dressed i n  their beat, 

riding fine war horrses, and made a grandly savage appearanae. &I the absence 

of Basjor Chilton down st the poat, aeeing all this caution on the part of the 

snakes, Lieutenant Hastings had Ifboots and saddlest8 sounded so as to be ready 

whatever happened. Just b l o w  us was a large bioux camp, and the people were 

showing great interest and aoae excitement at  the approach of their hereditary 

e n d e s ,  and a few squaw8 howled i n  anguish for lost friends who had died i n  


