
Hibtory o dorth Dakota. f , 
~ o m ~ i l e d . ' b ~  Hennesey, W.B. 

/ 

Bi smarok Tribune 1 9 10. 

Page 60 

The next noraing he located the Indiene inconsiderhble numbere/ i n  what they 
regarded a0 a very formidable pos i t ion  on the eas t  slope of the rough h i l l 6  
known a s  Kildeer Mo n ih h n n  County. 

There 
~ ~ ~ p - 3 .  

no t o  ind ica te  that the Indiana expected o r  desired t o  
give battl e. They were exhaueted with t h e i r  f l i g h t  and they were panic e t r i c -  
ken a t  the  s i g h t  of the s t rength  of the  enemy. D of I 

advance from the r 4 ~ e ~ + ~ ,  t&g a n s h 4 ,  lcept emall 
m ~ T ' i 5 ' i ? e T l ? "  etoppin anf giving the  main 56&3ft"8- chance t o  ge t  away. 

).They stopped on the s ide  of Kildeer Mountain, suppoeing t h a t  they were coneida 
rably safe,  t ach of t h e i r  encampment being much broken by r2krrulnea 
nd thbered w,* By were* dl)ii;"o~aIZiii&'~~t6 a grea-t. extent  than even 
uly i j ~ l , p ~ ~ e d  gjX' everestimated t h e i r  Btrength, as well a. t h e i r  
ight ing capaci t$. 

The f a c t  t h a t  Inkpaduta waa i n  general command aild dtoing the effectuve 
fghting f o r  the Indians i n  s p i t e  of the f a c t  t h a t  the  Ra war-chiefs of the 

Hunkpapas and Blackfeet, Minnwconjous and Sane Arcs were i n  t h e  Sioux camp, 
A n d i c a t e s  that the  Tetone had no etornach for fighting. They fought l i k e  

cornered rats, but  without ava i l .  There were probably f if teen-possibly 
seventeen-hundred Sioux i n  thecamp. Sully estimated tha t  t he r  were 1,600 lodges 
, and between f i v e  and s i x  thounnd fighthg men. In  t h i s  he followed the Lt 
disposi t ion ofilthe mi l i t a ry  men of h i s  time t o  grea t ly  e r r  i n  estimating the  
f igh t ing  force  of a BerQ a% considerable bo y of Indians. This was due t o  the 
f a c t  t h a t  An Indian camp of even s a a U  paoportions would make a considerable 
array. The Sioux never mustered lJ$$$B$x@B 5,000 warriors i n  a b a t t l e  with the  k hi tes .  Inkpaduta made a mietake i n  euppoeing t h a t  the big camp was sa fe  
because the  mounted soldiery could not s t r i k e  it. s u l l y  dismounted h i s  cavalry , of which a l a r g e p a r t  of h i s  force, 2,000 men was composed. He had eleven 
companies of the Sixth Iowa aavalry; two conpaniee of Dakota cavalry; three  
companiee of the  Beventh Iowa cavalry; four  companies of Brackett1s bat ta l lbni  
ten companies of the Eighth Minnesota; s i x  companies of the Sixth Minn.; and a 
p a r t  of the  Third Mime battery,  t o g e t ~ h e r  with seventy scouts and two aections 
of a p r a i r i e  bat tery.  He rnibht have annihilated the entkre Sioux nation had it 
bt en arrayed before him, f o r  the Indians were wretchedly armed, largely  with 
muskets or r i f l e s ,  but t o  some extent  with bows and arrows alone. And they had 
l i t t l e  amu~l i t i on .  The troops were generally volunteers but not a t  a l l  raw, m 

of the having neelu under f i r e  beafore. The b a t t l e  was very near t o  the 
orthodox a r t i c l e ,  f o r  Sully1 s business was t o k i l l  .as many" Indians aa possible \ 
and the Siouxu stood up t o  the a t tack  i n  a manner t h a t  showed t h e i r  confiaence' 
i n  t h e i r  posi t ion.  I 

The whites were dieposed i n  the  l i n e  of battle, the Sixth Iowa cavlry 
on the  r igh t  of the l i n e  anf t he  Second cavalry on the l e f t  with the infantry,  
and Popeta bat tery  i n  the center ,  and Jonest bat tery  and four companies of 
i nfantry i n  reserve to  proPect the rear .  Moving down from the h i l l s  t p  the 
p l ~ i n  tha t  l ay  a t  the foo t  of the mountains the troops drove the Indians i n  

)-eir encami~aent, b u  the ; i oux, i n  disappearing, silli#g~y m ~ d e  a t a c t i c a l  
rnovement and presently attacked Sully on the  f lank,  m o a g  with incredible 


