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The next morning he located the Indizns inconsiderable numbers/ in what they
regarded as a very formmldable position on the east slope of the rough hills

known as Kildeer Moy Ln,. 1b Dunn County.
There no to Indicate that the Indians expected or desired to
glve batdl e. They were exhausted with their flight and they were panic stric-

ken at the slght of the strength of the enemy. Durlng all.ihe-petbod of Sully's
advance from the rbyer the Indians-had. kepi- small bodles peppering ay hls Ilank
ws—In the~lHope of stopping him anf glving the main 'Bdy @ chance to get away.
>They stopped on the side of Kildeer Mountain, supposing that they were conside
rably safe, thgg;ggggach of their encampment belng much broken by r.avines
nd tmbered waleT c « They wereé deéiioraliéd to z greater extent than even
Sully sipposed and he greatly everestimated their dtrength, as well a. their
fighting capacit$.
The fact that Inkpaduta was in general command and dolng the effectuve
fghting for the Indians in splte of the fact that the Xa war-chiefs of the

Hunkpapas and Blackfeet, Minneconjous and Sans Arcs were in the Sioux camp,
~Andicates that the Tetons had no stomach for fighting. They fought like
cornered rats, but without avail. There were probably fifteen-possibly
seventeen-hundred Sioux in thecamp. Sully estimated that ther were 1,600 lodges
, and between five and s8ix thousnd fighthg men. In this he followed the Bk
disposition ofnthe mllitery men of his time to greatly err in estimating the
fighting force of a xmix sf considerable bo y of Indians. This was due to the
fact that an Indian camp of even small pwoportions would make a considerable
array. The Sloux never mustered Sj;888x2®@®@ 5,000 warriors in a battle with the
hites. Inkpaduta made a mistake 1n supposing that the big camp was safe
because the mounted soldlery could not strike it. Sully diesmounted his cavalry
» of which a large part of his force, 2,000 men was composed. He had eleven
companies of the 8ixth Iowa cavalry; two companies of Dakota cavalry; three
companies of the Beventh Iowa cavalry; four companies of Brackett's battalltn;
ten companles of the Eighth Minnesota; sl1x companies of the Sixth Minn.; and a
part of the Third Minn. battery, togetiher with seventy scouts and two sections
of a pralrie bhattery. He might have annihilated the entire Sioux nation had it
bcen arrayed before him, for the Indians were wretchedly armed, largely with
muskets or rifles, but to some extent with bows and arrows alone. And they had
little amuunitlon. The troops were generally volunteers but not at all raw, m
nost of the having neew under fire besfore., The battle was very near to the
orthodox article, for Sully's business was tokill as many Indlans as possible
Iénd the Sioux: stood up to the attack in a manner that showed their confidence
in thelr position.
The whites were dlsposed in the line of battle, the Sixth Iowa cavlry
on the right of the line anf the Second cavalry on the left with the infantry,
and Pope's battery in the center, and Jones' battery and four companies of
1 nfantry in reserve to propect the rear. Moving flown from the hills to the
)plain that lay at the foot of the mountains the troops drove the Indians in
-on_thelir encampment, bu. the Sioux, in disappearing, siupby made a tactical
movement and presently attacked Sully on the flank, movhg with incredible



