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They were, when I first saw them, from two to three miles distant, coming at full
speed towards us and cheering, I immediately sounded the alerm, direeting some of my
squadron to mount, and ecalling out tc General Crook, who was playing cards with some of
his officers, that the Sioux were rapidly approaching, |

He ordered me to report to him with my squadron at once, When I met him after
" eroasing the stream, which was very boggy, I told him we were about to be atﬁaeked by a
large force, and that the Indiens were coming from due north, He told he tc march
rapidly and as soon as I got to higher ground to take the bluffs and hold them, I did
80, What orders he gave to others I have never known, There are members of the Third
Cavelry here, and they would probably correct me if I made mistekes. In all of this
fight I do not remember to have received a single order except from General Crooﬁ per=
sonally er his Adjutant, Major Nickerson,

I marched as rapidly as I could through the rough end broken rocks, and as soon as
I got on smoother ground gave the command "front into line,"™ and souhded the charge.

There were two prominent rocky ridges, the first about & half mile from where I met
General Crook, and the second probably about a half mile further on, When I reached the
first ridge the leading Indians were there but gave way. There were large boulders at
its foot, some large enough to cover the sets of four hompses, I dismounted and directed
the horse holders to protect them behind these rocks, advincing the men to the top of the
ridge where the boulders were smaller, but of a size to protect one or two soldiers, and
appeared to be just what we wanted to fight behind, We met the Indians at the foot of
this ridge, and charged rightkin and through them, driving them back to the top of the
ridge, These Indiens were most hideous, evefy one being painted in most hideous colors
and designs, starkinaked, except their moceasins, breéch clouts and head gear, the latter
consisting of feathers and horns; some of the horses being &lso painted,and the Indiens
proved then and there that they were the best cavalry soldiess on earth. In charging up
towards us they exposed little of their person, hanging on with one arm around the neck
and one leg over the horse, firing and lencing from underfeath the horses necks, so that

there was no part of the Indiean at which we could aim,



