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arrived Awust 4%th.

About the niddle of liay a force of about one_thousand rien undéer General
Terry left Fort Abraham Lincoln and nscended the Yellowstone o the
mouth of the Rosebud. There the 3Jeventh Cavalry, numbering 600 nen,
commanded by General Custer, left Teneral Terry with orders to proceed
up the Rosebud and across to the Little Zig Horn. Generél Terry then

proceeded to the mouth of the Biy Norn, where he was met by a body of 450
men under General Eibbon, vhich had marched from Fort Ellis down the
Yellowstone. The combined forces ascended the Big Horn to the mouth

of the Little Big Horn, which latter stren 'they also ascended, and arrived
June 27th atvavpoint about forty miles above its mouth. FHere they found
that two days previous the forces under General Custer's had had.an:engage-
rient on this ground with the hostiles, which Lad resulted in the entire
destruction of five companies under General Custer's iirediaste comyiand;

and that by their arrival the reuaining seven companies, under liajor Reno,
had narrowly escoped sinrimg the smae fate. The troors then returned to
the mouth of the Biy lorn, leaving behind 259 dead and carrying with them
5% wounded.

A month later, July &6th, at the request of Lieutenant General Sheridan,
the Interior Departient ;onceded to the nilitary the supervicion of the
Lower 3rule, Cheyenne River, and Standing Rock agenciss; and military
officers were nade acving agenté «t the Red Cloud and Spoitted Tail asencies.

About the same tine, General Terry, who luad meanvhile received re-
enforcenents, descended the Yellowstone to the Rosebud, and uscended the
Rosebud 36 niles, where, August 10th, Le joined General Crook. The/p.14/
Indians, however, took tiiis opportunity %o escape in the direction of

Tongue River. The trail was followed down the ! Tongue, across o the Powder

River, and down the Powder to its mouth. At this point, on August 20th,




