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verdict  of acqui t ta l ,  i n  the trial of Paenty Horses f o r  the murder of Lieutenant 

Casey, rendered a verdict  of gui l ty  i o  th i s  case an impossibility. 

The f ac t s  in the case of the murder of Lieutenant Casey a re  well known, and need 

but s l ight  reference here. Lieutenant Casey, one of the most prom is in^; of our 
44 

young off icers ,  and a/ warm, true friend of the Indian, wasshot and k i l led  while 

making a reconnaissance of the hos t i le  Sioux camp i n  the Bad Lands, by Plenty Eorses 

a you& Indian, 

The murder was undoubtedly a most cowardly and treacherous ac t ,  f o r  I len ty  Horses, 

had just  had an apparently fkkendly ta lk  with Lieutenant Casey when he shot his victim 

f r o m  behind, a f t e r  the l a t t e r  had turned from him and was riding back t o  camp. It 
\ 

must be said, on the other hand, tha t  h o s t i l i t i e s  were i n  progress a t  t h s , t M e ;  the 

Indians an5 the soldiers  were i n  opposing camps, and the former would naturally regard 

an of f icer  i n  the uniform of the United States  Army coming within the i r  l ines ,  as an 

active enemy. The Association was appealed Ito by the Commanding Officer of the 

Eighth United States  Cavalry, i n  whose cuzaitiday Plenty Horses had been held previous 

to  h i s  trial by the c i v i l  courts, to  provide counsel f o r  the accused, so tha t  whatever 

might be the punishment inf l ic ted  on him he might a t  l e a s t  have a just  and f a i r  

t r i a l .  Acting u2on t h i s  appeal, the Association procured c o w i ~ e l  f o r  the defense of 

Plenty Horses. The trleil resulted i n  the acqui t ta l  of the accused, based on the 

ruling of the Judge that  the ac t  by which Lieutenant Casey l o s t  h i s  l i f e  was committed 

during a s t a t e  of' Liar, Under these circunstances the jury had no choice but to  

present a verdict of not guilty. We frankl~r  express regret  %at tke la-& permittad 

no penalty to be inf l ic ted  upon Plenty Horses, Woth fo r  h i s  own good, and that  of 

the comnunity. That he deserved some punishment, while w e  do not believe, him 

morally deserving of the death penalty, we have no doubt, but t h s t  he should 

received just defense of being represented by counsel which the lav  allows to  the 

@$?st arimtnal, and which he received through o m  instrumentality, t h i s  we full 
r 

- ,  
believe, By-such a course i n  the long run the ends 02 justice a re  best  aubare 

though the i n d i T i d ~ a l  base leaves much t o .  regret. 
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