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Ia there any hope that t h i s  great nation w i l l  even deal honeatly and 

reasonably with the Indian qaestion? We knovr of no laore ignoble o r  

humiliating contrast than that of l a s t  Wednesday. m i l e  the f ive heroic 

Indiaa policemen, who gave up the i r  l ives  for  the nation i n  the attempt 

to  ar res t  S i t t ing  Bull and restore order on the frontier,  were being buried 

with military honors from Fort Yates, the b i l l  appropriating money for  

the just claims of the Sisseton and IVahpeton Indians was la id  over at  

Washington in  order t o  give a member opposed to it fU11 time to  prepare 

for  the expression of his  ideas. Eo clearer case than that  of these 

Indians ever came before the government. They have fai led to  receive the 

sums due and promised to  them u n t i l  they have been reduced to  absolute 

destitution. I f  they had been host i les  they would have received ample 

rations and a l l  codling that they could de8iree But it is  the i r  mis- 

fortune, which our system seems to hold a crime, t o  hare been fa i thful  to 

the government. They have never betrayed it. They have refused to join 

i n  any moveraent against it. They have' stood loyally a s  the friends of the 

white man. And fo r  that  s in  they are l e f t  to  starve. 

There i s  no question of fac t  in  the matter. The chief of these 

has sent t o  the authori t ies  the pafhetic message, wFgT people are ~ t a r v i n g . ~  

It is  true. They are starving, not because they are  id le  and dissolute, I 1 
\ 

but because they have confided in the solemn promise of the nstion t o  provide b \ 

fo r  them, and that promise i s  unf'ulfilled. The Sisseton agent has cohfimed 

t h e i r  statement in  every particular, and asked, i n  the name of justice 

and humanity, for immediate re l ie f ;  not a gratuity,  but the mere payment of 

money@ overdue. The Indian cofnmissioner at Washington affirms and r a t i f i e s  ~ri' 
g. 

every statement . The Department of the Inter ior  urges an immediate 


