
The responsibil i ty for  th i s  f a t a l  tardiness would appear t o  res t  with the 

Indian Committee of the House which, throwh forgetfi lness o r  some form of 

negligence, fa i led  to ac t  a t  the  proper time. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, i n  response to an inquiry for  

l igh t  from t h i s  Association, s ta tes:  "In Jsnuaxy, 1890, the Secretary, in  

transmitting the report of the  Sioux Commission to  the President, submitted 

a d ra f t  of a b i l l  to  carry out the promises o f  the Cornmissiori. Auong the 

items w a s  one for $100,000, to  enable the Secretary of the In ter ior  t o  

purchase for  the Sioux nation of Indians additional beef fo r  use, the 

rations havina; been reduced on account of reduced appropriations for  the f$scal  

yrear ending June 309 1890. The Senate passed the b i l l  during the f i r s t  session 

of the Fif ty-f i rs t  Congress (last summer), but no action having been taken 

by the Bouae, the Indian Office w a s  unable to f i rn i sh  additional beef during 
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apprecia%ed. The f ndians and whites a l ike  have/suf f ered i n  Dakota during 

the last two years from fa i lure  of crops produced by extreme drought. 

It is  a l so  evident that  the food supply at Pine Ridge was diminished, 

i n  addition to  these causes, by what i s  known as *shrinkage of beef," 

brought about through a bad system of obtaining contract c a t t l e  from a 

long distance-the Indim Territory or Texas-whereby unacclimated c a t t l e  

shrink in weight a f t e r  reaching the Agency by being held through the 

winter before they are  issued. A s t e e r  nay thus be reduced from i t s  

or iginal  weight one hundred and f i f t y  o r  two hundred pounds. 

The Indian b s  been obliged t o  bear t h i s  loss, and has natural ly  

complained under it. 

Another serious cause of trouble has been the prevalence and intensi ty  

of the Bdessiah superstition. This has been t reated at length i n  other 

publications of the Society. I t  is suff ic ient  to remark here tha t  the 

bel ief  i n  the coming of an Indian Bdessiah, who should drive out the white 


