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The most s t r ik ing  fac t  which me st igat  ing our recent 
L .' 

troubles with the Sioux is, that  i n  r ea l i ty  there has been no noutbreak.n / 

Rather the Indians were brokm i n  upon, yet probably non too soon to prevent 

more serious trouble i n  the near future, for  undoubtedly a fract ion of the 

Indians on a l l  agencies (except Crow Creek), under the leadership of S i t t i ng  

Bull, Big Foot, Red Cloud, C r o w  Dog and others, were preparing to  break 

away from t h e i r  reservations and a l l  t rea ty  obligations in  the spring. Never  

thr less ,  the necessity fo r  breaking i n  upon t h i s  turbulent element with armed 

soldiers was more the consequence of our own mismanagement than of the i r  

unwillingness to  be controlled; it was the faul t  of the Government more 

d i rec t ly  and to  a greater  extent than i t  was tf,e fau l t  of the  d i s sa t i s f i ed  

element at each of the Sioux agencies, who had determined to s t r ike  out f o r  

themselves and no longer a w a i t  the tardy and seemingly haphazard just ice  

done thern by the Great Father. A s  a matter of fac t ,  however, they did not, 

, e i the r  before or  during the w a r ,  leave the i r  own country to  disturb s e t t l e r s  

outside, though they had abundant opportunity and provocation to  do so. Not 

one instance can be given of the property o r  l ives  of white se t t l e r s ,  

even on the recently ceded lands, having been deaQroyed', except that some 

c a t t l e  were ki l led,  and these the owners of them declare the Indians were 

obliged t o  take to keep from starving. 

The whole subject is extremely complex, the causes leading up to  the 

oublas a r e  numerous, and the Slame fo r  w h a t  has occurred cannot be l a id  

ly upon the shoulders of any one person or  se t  of persons, cause o r  
< 

of causes. The o f f i c i a l s  a t  Washington, Congress, the army, the Indian 

ents and employees a t  the agencies, some missionaries and teachers, equally 


