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away. This kept up all night. I did not stay but went hime.The next morning
I went over there and found thct the Indians stlll had the packtraln
surrounded and the fight was still goling oh. We kept at long range and
continued our firfing. The soldlers were x all shartshooters, and the moment
we put our heads up they fired at us and nearly hit us. The news went round
among the Indians that they were to stay there, and that % all the soldiers
in the entrenchment would be so dry soon that they would have to get out and
we would get them. 1 cannot remes¥er, ®w quite remember, but I think it was
about noon-we held them until then-when news came from our camp down on the
plain that there was a big bunch of soldiers coning up the r¥er-Geberal Terry
with his men. As soon as we heard this we let the packtrain go and fldéd back
to our ¢ amp. We at once broke camp and fled kazxk Xz up the Lyittie Big Horn
or Greasy Creek, as it i1s ca._led by the Indians, If it hazd k&®R not been for
General Terry comiig up as he did we would have had that packtrain, for they
were all dry-they had had no water for two days. After we had killed Custer
and all his men I did not thihk very muuh about it. The soldliers fired into
us first and we returned the fire. Sitting-Bull had talked to us and all the
tribes to make a brave fight and we made it. When we had killed all the
soldiers we felt that we had done our duty, and felt that

Page 179

it was a great battle and not a massacre. With reference to the real reason fo
for ths fght I may say that the talk among the Indians was that they were
goigg to compel us to stay on the reserv ation and take away from us our
country. Our purpose was to move north and go as far north as possible away
from taie tribes. Qur object was not to fight the Crows or anyother tribe, but
we learned that the soldliers were getting after us to try ®o compel us to go
back on the reservation, and we were irying to get away from them. During the
Custer fight our tents were not attacked, but after the battle the women
gathered up thelr dead husbands and brothers, and lald then out nicely in the
teepee, and left them. I understand that after we had laft the teepees stand-
ing, holdhg our dead, the soldiers came and burned the teepees, Accordhg to
myXx estimate there were about two thousand able-bodied warriors engaged in
this fight; they were all in good fighting order. The guns and ammunition that
we gathered from the dead soldiers of Custer's command put us in better fighti
ing condiion than ever before, but the sentiment ran around among hthe Indian
that we had killed enough, and we did not want to fight any more. There has
been a good deal of dispute about the number of Indidns killed. About the =X

{ clesest estlmate that we can make is that fifty Sioux were killed 1in the

\ fight, and others died a short time afterward from thelr weunds.
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The Btory of ChiefTwo Mooms-Bheyenne Leader, as told
where Custer fell.

It was a Beptember day. The hoarfrost had written the alphabet of the
coning winter-there was promise of snow. With Chief Two Moons and his
interpreter we climbed the dreary slopes leading to the monument and graves
of the Custer dead. Chief Two Moons took hils position by the stone which r
reads: "Brevet Major General George A. Custer, 7th U. S. Cavalry, fell here
June 26t%é}876." A tiny flag waved by tuls stone, marking the spotees

p
“Guster came up along the ridge
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